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July 15, 2020 
 
RE: Dues Renewal for 2020-21 
 
Dear OTA Member: 
 
It’s once again time to renew your membership commitment in the Oregon Transit Association 
and I’m pleased to report that our organization has been very busy and successful over the last 
year—a year that has been unprecedented in the challenges presented to public transportation 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Immediately after the 2019 Legislature passed a bill in the closing days of the session that 
combined the Special Transportation Fund (STF) with the State Transit Improvement Fund 
(STIF), OTA began working with ODOT to develop new administrative rules and procedures to 
govern the merged funds and ensure that money would continue to flow to providers of all sizes 
statewide. Formal legislation to fully implement the merger was then developed and introduced 
in the 2020 February session before a walkout by legislators cut the session short and left most 
bills dead. 
 
However, we’re pleased to report that SB 1601 was approved (unanimously by both the House 
and Senate) during the June special session. In addition to formalizing procedures for the newly 
combined funds and ensuring little or no reduction in payments to providers, the bill also allows 
transit agencies the flexibility to utilize STIF revenues for existing transit service to deal with 
extra expenses associated with the coronavirus.  Previous law required that STIF money be 
used exclusively for new service. 
 
Realizing that one of the most important things needed by OTA members dealing with COVID-
19 restrictions is accurate information and reports from other agencies on lessons learned, we 
created a new easy-to-use listserv at the beginning of the year to enable faster and more 
efficient communication amongst all in the transit industry 
 
Although our 2020 Oregon Public Transportation Conference had to be canceled as a result of 
restrictions on public gatherings, we quickly pivoted to what will be nine virtual training sessions 
on “Transportation Tuesdays” during the month of October. Look for additional information 
coming soon on topics and speakers. 
 
Looking ahead, OTA will be working with state legislators on legislation for the 2021 legislative 
session to protect STIF monies from other interest groups who would like to divert funds to their 
own pet project as well as addressing additional funding needs for transit.    
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As always, in order to make sure that all this happens, it’s vitally important to have a strong 
association. Your continued membership helps ensure that public transportation is well 
represented! 
 
Thanks again for your support and please let me know if the OTA can ever be of assistance to 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Andi Howell 
2020-21 OTA President 
Transit Director, Sandy Area Metro 


