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July 30, 2018 
 
RE: Dues Renewal for 2018-19 
 
Dear OTA Member: 
 
Last July I sent you an OTA dues renewal letter that included the statement: 
 

Passage of the transportation package presents many opportunities for Oregon 
transit agencies, but it also imposes significant responsibilities to make sure 
that implementation goes smoothly. Over the next two years OTA will be 
playing a very strong role in development of the needed administrative rules, 
along with educating and assisting providers to meet the new requirements to 
receive additional funds. In addition, we’re also working on a list of technical 
amendments for consideration by the 2018 Legislature to clarify issues and 
questions that have already been identified. 

 
Boy, what a difference a year makes! 
 
OTA was indeed successful in getting refinement changes to the transportation funding package 
approved in February by the Oregon Legislature and has also been closely involved in 
development of administrative rules just adopted last week by the Oregon Transportation 
Commission.  
 
Now the serious work begins—developing the transit service improvement plans through local 
advisory committees, getting plan approvals from the Oregon Transportation Commission, and 
implementing those plans during the coming year. OTA will be an important resource for our 
member agencies as we gather information on best practices from around the state and post it 
on our website and sending periodic updates on everyone’s progress.  
 
A very important part of this historic new funding stream will be to keep legislators informed on 
how the process and implementation is going so that support for our dedicated payroll tax stays 
strong. This is crucial since we fully expect moves by other interest groups to divert money to 
their own pet projects--$75-100 million per fiscal year presents a very tempting target! The OTA 
Board of Directors is already working on a strategic communications plan to tell our stories 
about how Oregonians statewide will benefit from service expansions. 
 
In addition, our advocacy team will be working hard during the 2019 legislative session to make 
sure that other state funds for senior and disabled riders are maintained at adequate levels. 
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As always, in order to make sure that all this happens, it’s vitally important to have a strong 
association. Your continued membership helps ensure that public transportation is well 
represented! 
 
Thanks again for your continued support and please let me know if the OTA can ever be of 
assistance to you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Julie Brown 
2018 OTA President 
General Manager, Rogue Valley Transportation District 


