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December 3, 2020 

 

The Hon. Kate Brown 

Governor of Oregon 

900 Court Street, Suite 254 

Salem, OR  97310 

 

Dear Governor Brown: 

 

First, on behalf of the OTA Board of Directors and our statewide members, please accept our 

utmost appreciation for your strong leadership during the last nine months in setting an example 

for the rest of the U.S. on how to responsibly meet the challenges imposed by the COVID-19 

pandemic. It is due largely to the measures instituted by you that Oregon ranks 45th among the 50 

states in terms of confirmed COVID cases per 100,000 population. A very sincere and heartfelt 

thank you. 

 

With it now looking increasingly likely that there will be multiple vaccine options becoming 

available for distribution within the next two months, we wish to strongly encourage you and the 

Oregon Health Authority to make sure that the thousands of Oregon public transportation 

workers have access to the vaccine as early as possible. These brave souls—from vehicle 

operators, to workers in our customer service centers, to those disinfecting buses around the 

clock, to transit police, and all others on the frontline who showed up every day—continue to 

risk their own health and safety to make sure Oregonians still have a reliable way to get to jobs, 

go shopping, and tend to their everyday needs. 

 
As I’m sure you are aware, earlier this week the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 

(ACIP), which is advising the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on who 

should get the first doses of COVID-19 vaccine agreed on initial priorities. The committee generally 

concurred that healthcare workers should get the first doses of vaccine, while essential workers 

should be in the second priority group because they often don’t have the luxury of working from 

home and tend to be racially and demographically diverse. We urge you to follow these guidelines 

and include transit employees in the category of essential workers. 

  

I and my peers who manage transit operations have seen on a daily basis the anxiety and fear 

experienced by our transit employees as so many have tested positive at a rate much higher than the 

general population. This is a result of being continuously exposed to large groups of transit-

dependent riders in close proximity within a confined space. In addition, they have also had to deal 

with the added stress of being forced to assume the role of “mask police” and have been on the 

receiving end of hostile comments from those who see mask wearing as government over-reach.  



 

March 25, 2020 Letter to Joint Special Committee on Coronavirus Response 
Page 2 

 

We implore you to help us provide assurance and appreciation to our transit workers for the 

sacrifices they’ve made since March of this year by giving them access as early as possible to 

vaccinations so they can continue to do their crucial jobs. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Andi Howell 

2020-21 OTA President and  

General Manager, Sandy Area Transit 

 

 


