
Umpqua Public Transportation District – 3076 NE Diamond Lake Blvd. – Roseburg, OR 97470 

 

August 12, 2020 

 

RE: Nomination for 2020 Oregon Outstanding Public Transportation Board Member Award 

I would like to nominate Mike Baker as the Outstand Public Transportation Board Member for 

2020.  Mike has been involved with Transportation Planning with ODOT for over 20 years, sat on 

the STAC committee for Transit and even put together a project with his Boy Scout troop to put 

Shelters together and place them at the bus stops in Roseburg.  Mike was elected to the Board 

in the first Board election held for Umpqua Public Transportation District.  Board Members were 

sworn in on 12/03/2018 and Mike was then nominated and elected to be the very first Chair for 

the UPTD Board. 

Mike stepped into a very challenging situation as the District did not have any money, a building 

or employees and all of the transportation contracts were still held by Douglas County. Mike 

worked at a break neck pace as he put together all of the resolutions necessary to get the District 

started.  He worked tirelessly with a group of people that did not actually know Transit.  He 

definitely showed grace under fire as not all Board meetings were productive and his continuous 

teaching and take charge attitude were not always well received but he was patient and kind and 

smiled through  it all (even if he was gritting his teeth).   

Mike has integrity and he consistently does the right thing for the right reason.  His understanding 

of transportation as a whole, his willingness to reach out for answers and his ability to take on a 

challenge and see it through to completion is a huge part of why we have made it through our 

first year and are still, not just standing, but moving forward with momentum. This also how he 

was dubbed “The King”. 

In short, I believe with every fiber of my being, that if Mike Baker had not run for the Board and 

become our Board Chair we would not be where we are today and we definitely would not have 

received STIF funding.  I appreciate him and so do my staff.  All hail King Mike lol. 

Thank you for considering this submission.  If he is chosen for the award, I am sure we could dig 

up more information to throw in the Bio. 

Thank you, 

Cheryl Cheas, General Manager 


