
Ken Bronson’s career has been a very diverse one.  

He has spent several years in the Wood Products industry- 34 years total. Some of it was spent 

during his college years. The rest of it was spent managing a custom manufacturing wood 

product mill that specialized in custom milling and drying.  

With the downturn of the wood products industry, Ken found himself in a position to start a 

new career. He was hired as the Executive Director of the Sweet Home Senior Center, which 

also is the headquarters for Linn Shuttle. 

At the time of his arrival, the Center was in a difficult financial position. The Shuttle was only 

running 4 routes a day, and was standing room only. There was only a Dial-a-bus in the town 

of Sweet Home.  

With some business experience behind him, he put that knowledge to work and used the 

resources available to him to get a second bus going behind the first to catch the overflow of 

riders. With funds secured from ODOT for rural transportation, he was able to increase the 

routes from 4 to 6 a day. In using other funding options, mostly from the State Transportation 

Fund, he was able to increase the number of trips from 6 to 7 a day. He also saw the need to get 

local residents around to the local stores and services. With that idea in mind, the Shopper was 

born. It started out at four trips through town three times a week, then progressed to 5 days a 

week and a Saturday Shopper that ran during the summer time to the local parks and up to 

Cascadia State Park, giving the locals a chance to get out and enjoy the area’s recreation. With 

the addition of STIF, Ken saw this as an opportunity to take the Shuttle to 10 routes a day, 

taking the hours of operation from 6am to 10pm. It also allowed Ken to add 6 routes on 

Saturday. This allows the college students to take night classes and gives workers a chance to 

add some flexibility to their schedule. It also gave the Shopper the opportunity to grow from 4 

routes a day to 8. The hours were expanded from 9am-4:30pm to 6am-8:30pm. The route was 

expanded to reach the pockets of High School students, so they can participate in after school 

activities, or get to school early for practice or added help. It also gave the needed funds to add 

4 routes on a Saturday.  

All this added travel made fuel consumption a factor. With having the push to switch to 

renewable resources, Ken has invested in using propane fueled busses. Over half the fleet is 

now running on propane. This has made the best use of the repair dollars, since the propane 

busses run cleaner, longer and don’t require as much maintenance as their diesel counterparts. 

Ken is very much into the reduce, reuse, and recycle school of thought. This was forward 

thinking in a town that is very diesel driven.  

Fast forward to the latest situation with the COVID -19 pandemic. With the ever pressing need 

to ensure the safety of our drivers and riders, Ken was investigating the options to help battle 

this virus. With the potential CARE Act funding, Ken was proactive in ordering the Vital Oxide 

decontamination system for the busses. Linn Shuttle is the FIRST public transportation system 

in the State of Oregon to be using this method of sanitizing the busses. This system is being 

used by ambulance service providers to sanitize ambulances.  

 



 

 

 

  


