
Kathy Fitzpatrick is a public transportation hero in “normal” years, and in the time of COVID-19 

restrictions, even more so for the residents of the Columbia River Gorge.  

As Mobility Manager for MCEDD, Kathy coordinates 5 transit services in 5 counties, Kilckitat and 

Skamania in Washington, and Hood River, Wasco, and Sherman counties in Oregon. The gorge is 

complicated, with 2 states, 7 cities, 5 counties, and 2 bridges connecting people with the places they 

need to go. She also joined the Oregon Public Transportation Advisory Committee this year!  

During 2020, with social distancing and protocols to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the providers in the 

gorge pivoted from taking people places, to bringing services to the people. Meals on Wheels, 

pharmacy, grocery, and other essential services were put onto buses and brought to community 

members in need. Kathy was instrumental in helping people get connected to what they needed during 

that difficult time. More recently Kathy has been helping the Native American and Latinx communities 

safely reach COVID-19 testing sites using buses and coordinating carpools. These communities have 

been hit hard by the virus, because of close living quarters, lack of running water, and transportation 

challenges.  

Kathy has worked from home exclusively since March, and is very strict about reducing her risk of 

contracting the Coronavirus. She still has a smile on her face (as usual) and has made the most of her 

home office, complete with 4 dogs and a number (not sure how many) cats. As a contractor for 

Commute Options Transportation Options programs, she is a model teleworker!  

The communities of the Columbia River Gorge are more livable because of Kathy’s dedication and 

enthusiasm.  She is a Public Transportation Hero!  

Attached is an article from The Dalles Chronicle which ran in May 2020.  

 

https://www.thedalleschronicle.com/free_news/community-heroes-bus-drivers-work-front-

lines/article_674691d2-9477-11ea-97b3-5372b7218681.html 
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