
Umpqua Public Transportation District – 3076 NE Diamond Lake Blvd. – Roseburg, OR 97470 

 

August 19, 2020 

 

RE: Nomination for 2020 Oregon Outstanding Public Transportation Manager Award 

 

For the 2020 Outstanding Public Transportation Manager I am nominating a person that 

should be recognized for her strength, vision, motivation, spirit, knowledge, leadership, and 

perseverance: Cheryl Cheas, General Manager of Umpqua Public Transportation District. 

Cheryl’s career in Transportation has persevered for over 12 years, as she continuously 

distinguishes herself amongst her peers. She began her career in 2008 as a back up driver for 

Umpqua Transit with no guarantee of hours. Throughout her tenure, she rose to face the challenges 

presented to her as she stepped into each position where she was needed. In 2013, she was 

promoted to UTrans Transportation Manager, and she managed both Public Transit and Medical 

Transportation. 

When the District was formed, Cheryl worked closely with the Board of Directors to ensure 

that the District would be a recipient of STIF funding as well as other State and Federal funds. She 

stepped up to ensure that a District with no building, no employees and no website met all of the 

Public Notice and Public meeting requirements.  The Umpqua Public Transportation District 

Board of Directors chose Cheryl take on the role of General Manager while she was still employed 

through a contracted provider that was providing transportation services for the District. In April 

2020, Cheryl became Umpqua Public Transportation District’s first employee and General 

Manager. 

Cheryl has always advocated for transportation growth and progress by addressing all 

needs as they should be and has served and is serving on different boards and committees 

throughout the State, always ensuring that Douglas County and Public Transportation has a voice 

and a seat at the table. 

Cheryl gracefully faces transportation service needs and challenges head on and with such 

fortitude, always ensuring that each need of the business is met. Through each judgment against 
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her or even when odds were not in her favor, Cheryl has persevered. When pressure becomes a 

challenge, Cheryl takes that challenge in stride and will find the appropriate solution to continue 

moving forward. 

Cheryl’s knowledge of transportation is comparable to an encyclopedia and she can apply 

all details specific to our area in addressing what needs to be completed and when. She works 

diligently every day with such determination to ensure that public transportation will always be 

present throughout Douglas County and available for the public, no matter if it’s Fixed Route, 

ParaTransit, Demand Response, or Dial A Ride. Cheryl’s resilience is awe inspiring and 

motivating as she strives to achieve the goal of ensuring that UPTD’s Vision, Mission, and Core 

Values are met. 

Cheryl has been a great supervisor, trainer, driver, and General Manager. Most of all, she 

has been a great mentor and friend, always willing to go the extra mile to not only ensure that 

everyone understands what is happening but to also make sure that everyone within the District is 

taken care of – whether a provider, employee, or a rider. 

It has been an honor working by her side through each step as she led the way while 

overcoming many obstacles in this last year alone. If it wasn’t for Cheryl, Public Transportation 

in Douglas County may have failed. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Christine Sepulveda 

Executive Assistant 

Umpqua Public Transportation District 


