
 

 
 

2019 Award Nominations 
 
 

Outstanding Employee: Joyce LeDoux, City of Sandy Transit 
 Nominated by: Andi Howell 
 
 Darlene Needham, Harney County Dial-A-Ride 
 Nominated by: Angela Lamborn 
 

Outstanding Manager: Julie Wehling, Transit Director 
 Canby Area Transit 
 Nominated by: Nancy Muller 
 

Angie Jones, Manager 
Grant County Transportation District 
Nominated by: Frank Thomas 

  
Distinguished Service:   Hal Gard, ODOT-RPTD Administrator 

 Nominated by: Jaimie Baldwin 
 

Outstanding Business Member:    Justin Lindbloom, Safety Vision 
      Nominated by: Michael Fray 

 
System Innovation SMART  

 Nominated by:  Dwight Brashear, SMART 
 

Legislator of the Year    Rep. Caddy McKeown 



 
 

2019 Award Manager of the Year Nomination 
 
 

Julie Wehling, Transit Director 
Canby Area Transit 

Nominated by: Nancy Muller 
 

















 
 

2019 Manager of the Year Nomination 
 

 

Angie Jones, Manager 
Grant County Transportation District 

Nominated by: Frank Thomas 



September 30, 2019 

Oregon Transit Association 

700 N Hayden Island Drive, Suite 160 

Portland, OR 97217 

 

Re: Nomination for Outstanding Transit Manager 

 

Dear Selection Committee, 

 

 It is my privilege to nominate Angie Jones, Transit Manager at Grant County Transportation 

District (GCTD), for 2019’s Outstanding Transit Manager.  Angie runs an ambitious, innovative, and often 

one-woman transit shop with a mission to change the rural world.  Her determination has resulted in 

common sense waivers, exceptions and allowances from the FTA and FHWA that were previously 

thought to be strictly academic.  As a Special District that has historically declined to levy a tax, she 

consistently surpasses the expectations about what can be achieved on a shoe-string budget.  Angie 

Jones had an exceptional 2019 when considered against the standard of rural excellence that she helped 

create.  

 

 Grant County Transportation District was quick to adopt the Statewide Transportation 

Improvement Fund (STIF).  Angie used it to launch a route deviation system in the third quarter of Fiscal 

Year 2019, serving the four communities of Prairie City, John Day, Canyon City, and Mt. Vernon.  The 

combined population of the cities weighs in at under 4,000 souls.  By the close of its sixth month Angie’s 

new service recorded an average of almost 1,100 monthly boardings (and it’s growing).   

 

 Complementary to this runaway success, Angie was recently awarded a STIF discretionary grant 

for the development of a multimodal stop at Grant-Union High School.  This project is a unique 

partnership incorporating GCTD, the roads and bridges side of the ODOT house, and the Safe Routes to 

Schools Program.  Upon completion, a passenger shelter with lighting, striping, bicycle-pedestrian 

amenities, and ADA treatments will be the crown jewel interface between a roads project and all of the 

other local mobility systems.  In addition to meeting the STIF priority supporting students in grades 9 

through 12, this is an urgent local improvement. Through the end of August, students have comprised 

over 10% of Angie’s scheduled route ridership. 

 

 From a Regional perspective, Angie has developed two additional innovative access service lines.  

She’s the contract provider of a STIF discretionary project awarded to her neighbors in the north, 

Umatilla County.  Her weekly route to Walla Walla, Washington is intentionally incorporating frontier 

communities where public mobility would not otherwise exist.  She is also launching a brand new transit 

option in several small towns between John Day and Ontario, where it has never before been available.   

 



 Lest you believe she’s only a five or six trick pony… at the same time, Angie is actively 

developing the second phase of a three part project expanding her facility, improving secure storage for 

her fleet, and anticipating the long term needs of park-n-ride passengers in east central Oregon.   

 

 Angie is a key asset to the entire Region.  She serves on the Southeast Area Commission on 

Transportation, ODOT’s Public Transit Advisory Committee, and the National Rural Transit Assistance 

Program Review Board.  She’s the regional point person on intervention for human trafficking and an 

active alternate on the STIF/STF Consolidation Advisory Committee. Her generosity with her time and 

expertise has been a critical part of capacity building with all the new talent coming online in east and 

central Oregon.  She is a standing line item contributor to the monthly Region 5 Conference Call, where 

we’ve mostly fixated on learning her technique for maximizing value from capital dispositions.   

 

Everything I’ve shared in this memo would be impressive coming from a reasonably staffed rural 

system.  Please let that sink in.  On any given day an unplanned absence in Angie’s shop means you’re 

likely to find her driving a bus. 

 

 If there is more you’d like to learn about my deserving candidate – in fact, one whose 

recognition is perhaps overdue – I’ll happily field your call at one of the numbers below.  Since it isn’t 

within our authority (yet) to propose sainthood, I respectfully recommend acknowledgement for Angie 

Jones as 2019’s Transportation Manager of the Year. 

 

 

With Gratitude for Your Consideration, 

 

 

Frank Thomas 

ODOT Region V Transportation Coordinator 

541.963.1362  Desk 

503.856.2757  Cell 

 

 

Ps.  Angie’s preparedness and service for The Great American Eclipse was legendary.  In addition to 

inspiring the routes she’s recently deployed, her work has informed the public transit response to event 

driven demand – even crisis response work – all over the region.  While the work itself was delivered in 

2017, it’s likely to still be paying dividends when everything else I’ve mentioned becomes the new 

baseline.  That’s what game changers do. 

 

 

 

 

 



Angie Jones: Nominee for Transit Manager of the Year 2019 

Support Addendum 

 

Newspaper article on free bus service (route deviation project discussed in nomination letter): 

https://www.bluemountaineagle.com/news/free-bus-service-to-start-in-january/article_63d9e61a-

fd70-11e8-be72-4fe2d67ed0ea.html 

 

Newspaper article on the history of Grant County Transportation District and the future of the out of 

county routes discussed in the nomination letter: 

https://www.bluemountaineagle.com/specialsections/progress/progress-the-people-mover-expands-

with-free-routes/article_5aad6902-8d5f-11e9-9e25-bb6436b87bb2.html 

 

National RTAP Welcomes New Review Board Member: 

https://www.nationalrtap.org/News/National-RTAP-

News/ArticleID/205/National-RTAP-Welcomes-New-

Review-Board-Member 

 

 

 

https://www.bluemountaineagle.com/news/free-bus-service-to-start-in-january/article_63d9e61a-fd70-11e8-be72-4fe2d67ed0ea.html
https://www.bluemountaineagle.com/news/free-bus-service-to-start-in-january/article_63d9e61a-fd70-11e8-be72-4fe2d67ed0ea.html
https://www.bluemountaineagle.com/specialsections/progress/progress-the-people-mover-expands-with-free-routes/article_5aad6902-8d5f-11e9-9e25-bb6436b87bb2.html
https://www.bluemountaineagle.com/specialsections/progress/progress-the-people-mover-expands-with-free-routes/article_5aad6902-8d5f-11e9-9e25-bb6436b87bb2.html
https://www.nationalrtap.org/News/National-RTAP-News/ArticleID/205/National-RTAP-Welcomes-New-Review-Board-Member
https://www.nationalrtap.org/News/National-RTAP-News/ArticleID/205/National-RTAP-Welcomes-New-Review-Board-Member
https://www.nationalrtap.org/News/National-RTAP-News/ArticleID/205/National-RTAP-Welcomes-New-Review-Board-Member


 
 

2019 Award Outstanding Employee Nomination 
 
 

Darlene Needham, Harney County Dial-A-Ride 
Nominated by: Angela Lamborn 



Darlene began working for the Harney County Senior and Community Services Center in 1983 

as a housekeeper and kitchen aide.  Part of her duties included what was known at that time as 

“chore service” which at times consisted of driving seniors to appointments, shopping and 

running errands.  Thus began her lifelong service in the Transportation world. 

 

In February 1994 Darlene was officially given the title of “driver”.  She recalls at that time there 

was one older Ford van known as the Blue Goose.  She dispatched, drove and completed all of 

the paperwork at the time.  She was the senior transportation department of 1994. 

 

Later in 1994 Harney County obtained its first ODOT grant for a lift equipped bus and Harney 

County’s official Dial-A-Ride program began.  Darlene was the only driver.  Eventually a 

dispatcher came on to the staff and Darlene continued to drive and back up the dispatcher as 

needed.   

 

At the turn of the century Darlene took a couple of years off from transportation, but was back 

behind the wheel by 2004.  By then the program had three buses and a full time 

dispatcher/supervisor.  Darlene continued to drive for the program and covered dispatch as 

needed.   

 

In November 2009 the previous supervisor retired and Darlene accepted the position as 

Transportation Manager.  At the time the program was still pretty small.  There were three 

vehicles and three drivers running 8-5 Monday through Friday. 

 

Darlene had always had much bigger plans for her Frontier community.  She recognized the 

importance of reliable transportation for a community to grow and she waited for that door to 

open.  With an organizational management change that door did open and Darlene brought her 

program right through it.   

 

With the addition of a fourth vehicle and two new staff members the growth began.  She 

helped develop a logo for the full organization and a spin off for Dial-A-Ride.  She encouraged 

the purchase of “uniforms” for drivers including hats.  She helped distribute a community 

survey to determine what the community wanted most from the service.  Available public 

transportation seven days a week was born. 

 

Running seven days a week, Darlene needed more vehicles and more staff.  Her request for 

both spurred a Dial-A-Ride staff of eleven members and seven vehicles in service.  Darlene 

began cross training staff to dispatch and to cover some paperwork.  She encouraged staff to 

accept the changes coming and though she is the first to admit she is no computer wizard, 



supported the move to from paper and phone to electronic dispatch software and tablets 

which allowed real time dispatching capabilities and cut her phone time in half. 

 

Darlene wanted to grow the services her program could provide and began working with the 

brokerage to obtain more out of town medical rides.  Dial-A-Ride now accepts these 

unexpected out of town trips and often has staff and vehicles in other communities up to five 

times a week. 

 

Darlene is a kind and caring supervisor who directly manages the largest staff within the 

organization, with as many as 14 employees at any one time.  As a testament to her 

management style, her staff nominated her for Harney County Boss of the Year in 2016.  She 

was awarded the honor at the local Chamber Banquet which was attended by much of her 

staff, coworkers and her supervisor.  

 

Darlene had two more dreams that her persistence has now made a reality for our little frontier 

community.  With her big heart she knows how important it is to get where you need to go, she 

hates to tell riders she doesn’t have a ride for them and not have another option.  She believed 

that our community would be well served with a deviated fixed route addition to the services 

we offer.  Late 2017 she grabbed her boss by the hand and out they went to develop a route 

that had an hour turn around.  She worked and fine-tuned it with the help of our Region V 

Coordinator, Frank Thomas.  In June 2018 the first version of the brochure was developed, the 

service was advertised and the route began.  Darlene continued to advocate for the service 

with her doubtful staff and her community.  When the first month came in at 45 rides, Darlene 

kept positive and never gave up on her dream to provide this transportation opportunity to her 

little community.  At the six month mark Darlene continued to advocate and no one celebrated 

more than her the first month the route broke 100 riders.  Here we are a year later and we are 

well on our way to completing an 800 ride month on our little route and that is without bus 

stop signs in the community yet.  

 

Darlene’s second dream has made it through the planning phase and has broken ground.  With 

more and bigger buses in our fleet, Darlene advocated for a two bay addition to the bus barn to 

keep buses out of the weather and in peek condition much longer.  She takes great pride in her 

fleet and the addition of a wash bay, in the third bay, will keep them looking spiffy year around. 

 

Darlene has been at the helm of Harney County’s Transportation program for the better part of 

25 years.  She has gone from the only employee, doing it all, to driver, dispatcher and finally 

supervisor/dispatcher.  With her enthusiasm and passion for her community and her program 

she has grown it from a one woman show to a 10 vehicle, 14 person, and seven day a week, 



program that runs both a door to door service and a deviated fixed route.  As her program has 

successfully grown, Darlene has grown with it.  Darlene has been on the lookout for the last 

couple of years for someone she feels she can trust with her program, her community and her 

staff.  As a testament to what a committed and amazing woman she is, she has identified that 

person and with organizational blessing, has offered to train her replacement.   

 

We know that the role will be different for our new hire.  The job is much more than it was two 

decades ago.  Darlene and I are working together and planning what the best future will look 

like.  Darlene will be there every step of the way.  We are very excited for what is to come.  

From my perspective, the best part of the bargain is that I won’t lose Darlene as my employee.  

She is looking forward to doing a little driving again, and some dispatching too.  She is happily 

anticipating handing over the reins and referring folks to her supervisor. 

 

I understand that in the big picture of the state of Oregon what I have described may seem 

pretty small.  At the same time who else can say they have spent almost three decades in a 

program and during that time they have helped it grow at least by 10x with their passion and 

care of the program?  Darlene Needham is a person who cares deeply for her community and 

her program.  She looks at what the community needs and says, “why not” and advocates for 

the change, the growth and the improvements.   She has played an instrumental role in growing 

the one vehicle, one woman show into what it is today.  She has gone out there and helped a 

whole community understand that she does not have a “senior bus” she has a dynamic dual 

service public transportation system that recently completed over 1000 rides in one month in a 

community where only 7,000 people live.  She is a “big deal” in our little program and we would 

not be where we are today without Darlene’s quiet but powerful, “why not?”  Thank you for 

considering her for this honor. 

 

 

  



 
 

2019 Award Outstanding Employee Nomination 
 
 

Joyce LeDoux, City of Sandy Transit 
Nominated by: Andi Howell 

 



 
City of Sandy ~Transit Department ~16610 Champion Way ~Sandy, OR 97055 

503-489-0925    

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

September 30, 2019 

 

Oregon Transit Association 

 

Re:  OUTSTANDING PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION EMPLOYEE AWARD 

 

Sandy Area Metro is just shy of celebrating 20 years of service and Joyce LeDoux has 

been at the helm of operations for all but 3 of those years. 

 

Beginning her transportation career in 1992 with the Sandy School District, she was hired 

by Wheels Community Transportation division of Oregon Housing and Associated 

Services (OHAS) as the Contract Supervisor for the City of Sandy in 2003.  She 

successfully oversaw that contract for a decade, managing Sandy’s operations as the 

service began to grow into what it is today.  During that time, the City of Sandy 

recognized her work with an Outstanding Operations Supervisor award for “her excellent 

skills and artful leadership which balances professionalism and caring throughout the 

organization”.  Her oversight of that contract ended only when OHAS announced their 

decision to end their transportation services division.      

 

With the courage of an entrepreneur, wisdom of a great leader and a heart for service, 

Joyce saw a need and an opportunity.  She developed her own transportation services 

company, registered it as a DBE and entered the bid process for Sandy and Mount Hood 

Express operations contracts.   

 

The company she created, RoJoy Services LLC, a combination of her name and her 

husband Roy, was awarded the City of Sandy and Mount Hood Express (MHX) contracts 

in 2013.   

 

Joyce has demonstrated her brilliant logistical skills for 17 years on behalf of Sandy and 

the County, helping to grow two successful Oregon transit systems.  But beyond her 

logistical abilities is her keen sense of people and her excellent training skills.  Her calm 

but determined demeanor, likely brought to perfection through her experiences raising 

her seven children, is experienced by people everyday who ride the SAM and MHX 

services.  The drivers are trained and led by example.   

 

After seventeen years managing the operations of 2 services, leading the company, 

dispatching and training, Joyce can still quite often be found behind the wheel of a bus.  

Due to a solid work ethic and deep sense of pride both in herself and the company she has 

built, she is never afraid to roll up her sleeves, or in this case, put on her RoJoy Services 

coat and put herself in whatever position is needed to ensure the system runs smoothly.   

 

It can be difficult to find people of such character and Sandy is honored to nominate 

Joyce LeDoux for this award. 



 

Respectfully, 

 
Andi Howell 

Transit Director 



 
 

2019 Business Member of the Year Nomination 
 

 

Justin Lindbloom, Safety Vision 
Nominated by: Michael Fray 

 



Oregon Transit Association 
700 North Hayden Island Drive 
Suite 160  
Portland, Oregon 97217 
Tel: 503-601-5336 
 
 
Dear Nomination Committee, 
 
On behalf of Justin Lindbloom and Safety Vision, please accept this written letter as his nomination and 
bid for the 2019 Oregon Outstanding Public Transportation Business Member Award. Justin is a 
phenomenal employee with years of experience, thus qualifying him as a major asset for both the 
company and clients alike.  
 
 
Nominee’s Career: 
 
A native Oregonian raised in Roseburg; Justin has constructed a 17-year career with Safety Vision thus 
far. Lindbloom attended the University of Montana on a tennis scholarship and is a proud Oregon State 
Beaver fan. Allegiances aside, Justin is a valued member of the Safety Vision team, and as the Account 
Executive for the Pacific Northwest region, he is responsible for creating and maintaining relationships, 
while servicing clients to the best of his ability.  
 
 
Contributions to the Public Transportation Industry: 
 
Throughout his time at Safety Vision, Justin has developed strong relationships with clients, who have 
truly come to appreciate and value his efforts. In servicing patrons such as Salem Transit, Josephine 
County Transit, and Yamhill County Transit, Lindbloom has garnered praise both internally and 
externally.  As mentioned by his Mass Transit Sales Manager, Lucius McCelvey, who has gone on to 
state, “Justin has been with Safety Vision since graduating college in 2002. It has been a joy watching as 
Justin continues to grow both professionally and personally. Justin operates with the highest level of 
integrity, and he is a very genuine person; he is the hardest working salesperson I have ever known. 
These positive attributes are experienced by his customers who tend to be very loyal to him.”  
 
 
Quotations, Honors, Awards, Achievements, or Contributions: 
 
Dedication and commitment can never be understated. With 17 years down and many more to go, 
Justin Lindbloom has built incredible tenure within Safety Vision and the Transit Industry. In addition to 
being recognized as the Top Salesman of the Year several times, Justin has also accounted for over $50 
Million in Onboard Video Sales.  
 
Justin continues to excel in his field daily while the customers he serves continue to take notice. As Scott 
Chancey, Transit Manager of Josephine County put it, “Justin has patiently worked with Josephine 
Community Transit in our transition from an outdated/unsupported video system to one using current 
technology and offering outstanding support.  His knowledge of the product and commitment to our 



agency, without us even being a customer yet, cemented [our] decision to move forward, to not only 
utilize a new video system, but to change out the existing system as well. And Scott’s praise did not end 
there, “A complete video/audio system change-out is one of those projects that no agency really wants 
to undergo.  I appreciate Justin’s assurance in not only getting us the products we needed, but the 
continued support he provided throughout.”  
 
Justin Lindbloom perfectly exemplifies quality in oneself alongside the powerful brand he represents. 
Throughout the installation process at Josephine County, it was discovered that the vehicle dealer never 
installed the equipment. Without skipping a beat, Justin worked with Josephine County to find a local 
contractor willing to take on the installation with no prior experience. With Justin’s support, the county 
was able to successfully install the system in a very timely manner. Per Chancey, “Justin’s help not only 
expedited this process, but provided the contractor with the knowledge and tools necessary to 
complete the job.  We are now moving forward to change out the video systems in our entire fleet.  We 
are not only being provided with reliable equipment that meets all our needs, but now have a local 
contractor with the experience and support to complete the job.  Justin even offered to be onsite to 
assist with the remaining vehicles.”  
 
Going the extra mile is something Justin is all about, and his thoroughness was very much appreciated as 
well. Scott Chancey continued to rave about his experience with Lindbloom even more stating, 
“Throughout this entire process Justin sat down with me to understand our current needs, our plans and 
see where the other manufacture had fallen short.  He worked directly with the building on our current 
bus purchase to make sure the installation went correctly. A good example of this was when I was 
ranting about improper installation of the front view camera on our other vehicles.  The camera was 
mounted to the dash or was so low that when the bike rack is not in use it blocked the view, thus 
making the camera virtually useless. When I went for a final inspection on this current vehicle build, I 
was surprised to see the front cameras were mounted in a position to assure a clear line of sight out the 
front window.  I completely forgot that I had even mentioned it, but Justin didn’t.”    
 
Justin’s attention to detail is second to none, which earned him high praise. Chancey concluded his 
statement with, “As a manager of a small urban agency there are plenty of tasks constantly being 
juggled. Having the support and attention to detail from Justin Lindbloom to help keep all those tasks in 
the air is priceless and always appreciated.”    
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2019 Local Distinguished Service Nomination 
 

 

Hal Gard, Administrator 
ODOT Rail & Public Transit Division 

Nominated by: ODOT-RPTD Staff 



2019 Oregon Local Distinguished Service Award 

Nominations due by 5:00 p.m. on October 1st! 

AWARD SUMMARY & CRITERIA 

The OTA Local Distinguished Service Award honors a public transportation decision 

maker; elected or public official, or private citizen who has contributed to the public 

transportation industry on the local level through policy, legislative initiative, and 

leadership. Each nomination must: 

•Outline the nominee’s involvement in public transportation. 

Since 2012, Hal Gard has administered ODOT’s Rail and Public Transit Division. In that 

position, he has worked tirelessly to bring to life a vision for public transportation that 

enables all Oregonians, but especially our most vulnerable populations, the ability to 

easily travel throughout Oregon. 

Hal’s public transportation service includes sitting on the Oregon Transit Association 

board and managing the state’s Public Transportation Advisory Committee to the 

Oregon Transportation Commission. He has participated in numerous local agency 

committees and forums, sharing the statewide public transportation vision and 

encouraging multi-modal transportation options.  

Within ODOT, Hal has worked to elevate and better integrate public transportation as a 

critical component of ODOT’s multi-modal system. He has provided leadership by 

sharing the vision of having safe, reliable, and viable transportation options that are 

accessible, efficient, effective, interrelated and interconnected.   

With Hal as Administrator, the Public Transit Section at ODOT has grown from 13 

employees and approximately $100M state and federal funding per biennium to 34 full 

time employees and administers nearly $300M per biennium.  Currently, 47% of ODOT 

Transit staff hold master’s degrees or higher, and another 26% hold bachelor’s degrees.  

Under Hal’s management, the Public Transit Section is rising to the challenge of 

delivering the statewide vision for public transportation as articulated in the newly 

approved Oregon Public Transportation Plan at the same time as the Section is charged 

with standing up the $100 million per year Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund 

under HB 2017.   The STIF program brings new legislative direction and oversight, and 

with Hal’s leadership the Division and our external stakeholders are delivering and living 

up to legislative expectations.  Hal’s vision, counsel and honest feedback, as an OTA 

Board Member, has been key to successfully obtaining legislative support for this 

funding and standing up the new program. 

 

 



Describe his/her exceptional achievements or contributions to the advancement 

of the public transportations industry. 

While Hal has provided a steady hand as administrator of the Rail and Transit Division, 

several standout achievements are worth highlighting.  

In 2013 Hal guided the revitalization of PTAC into a vibrant decision making body. The 

Committee restructured, repurposed and set a new vision. In 2016 and 2017, PTAC 

created a strategic work plan and prioritized efforts, partnered with the Oregon Transit 

Association and contributing significantly to the passage of HB2017.  

With the passage of HB 2017, ODOT Transit was charged with standing up the new 

program including formula, discretionary, and intercommunity discretionary programs as 

well as a technical resource center to benefit rural transit providers. The Transit Section 

has developed programs, policies, and guidance to implement the STIF under a very 

compressed schedule. The process has included robust transit provider engagement 

including a rules advisory committee and close coordination with PTAC and the OTA.  

Two years after the passage of STIF, the Commission has approved STIF plans from 

40 transit agencies for $223 million in formula funds. Over the 2019-2021 biennium, 

these funds are anticipated to result in over 37 million new rides, 215 million revenue 

miles, 254 new transit stops shared with other providers, over 490,000 new rides 

provided to high school students, 295 buses. The Commission also awarded more than 

$19 million in STIF Discretionary Program and Statewide Transit Network Program 

funding for the 2019-2021 biennium, which is anticipated to fund an additional 38 buses 

and fill gaps in the statewide transit network. 

At the July 2017 PTAC meeting, Henry Heimuller stated that the 2017 legislative 

session should be ingrained in our memory moving forward. Start to finish, we worked 

as a team and we need to keep this model going with everyone coming together to 

provide the data needed and not just looking out for their own respective areas but 

looking out for the state as a whole. 

Hal also has overseen the successful implementation of Oregon’s State Safety 

Oversight Program. When Hal became administrator, the SSO Program had only one 

staff person and was struggling to provide adequate oversight of the rail-fixed guideway 

systems including light rail, streetcars and trolleys.  With the passage of MAP-21 and 

Hal’s guidance, our SSO program is FTA certified and is fully efficient and effective 

program. 

 

 

 



•List quotations, statements or authorities, honors, and awards received that 

elaborate on the achievements or contributions. 

In reference to the passage of HB2017 and the STIF funding, at the July 2017 PTAC 

meeting, Julie Brown and Elaine Wells thanked Hal for the changes seen at the State, 

with ODOT truly embracing Public Transit, and for everyone gaining knowledge and 

education about the industry.  They credited Hal for consistent education across the 

state, which took years and was no easy task, but the message was clear and concise. 

Previously it was agencies coming forward and asking for funding for their specific 

agencies.  In 2017, it was truly multi-modal with agencies coming together and working 

together to truly make an impact for our state. 

In 2018 Hal received ODOT’s Excellence Award for Lifetime Career Achievement.  

Recipients were recognized for their outstanding career achievements in demonstrating 

ODOT’s mission and values of integrity, safety, equity, excellence and unity. 

 

Mr. Gard is an outstanding professional, mentor and colleague in the field of 

public transportation.  In an era of embracing multi-modal solutions as an 

alternative to building more roads or combating greenhouse gas emissions, he 

was given the task to incorporate two divisions into one. This new facelift brought 

value to multimodal solutions. 

Mr. Gard was faced with turmoil in both divisions and has been instrumental in 

providing his staff the leadership to implementation the Regional Transportation 

Coordinator (RTC) program.   These changes have improved the efficiency of the 

organization and the relationship between ODOT and the transportation agencies 

statewide. 

Julie Brown, Oregon Transportation Commissioner 

 

Hal Gard leads with the question and attitude of “How Can We….?”. 

People rely on him to contribute unlimited, possibility thinking and he stays 

focused on the outcomes that serve all parties connected to any challenge. 

Hal encourages the good in people and he sets the stage for people to work 

together successfully to accomplish anything they set their minds to do. 

His ability to make nearly impossible things happen has been shown over and 

over again in his career. He has lead legislative mandates, combined 

organizational cultures, worked with stakeholders to solve problems that seemed 

intractable and he has done these things while empowering and encouraging his 



staff to grow, partner with others and focus on the solutions that serve all 

concerned. Hal is a selfless, charismatic purposeful leader. 

Laura Lesher, Ascent Leadership Program ODOT Central Services, 885 Airport 

Rd. SE Bldg X, Salem, Oregon 97301 

 

Hal’s mission in life is “BETTER”.  This is exactly what he is about; he is direct, 

concise and simple.  Make Oregon better.  He lives this every day in his morals 

and ethics and his leadership of himself and others.  Hal is a doer more than a 

talker and all of the above is a positive departure from the status quo. Hal’s 

impact on transit over the whole state was giant, and he will be missed when he 

retires this year. 

Stacy Snider, Rail Operations and Planning Manager, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 
 

2019 System Innovation Award Nomination 
 

 

SMART 
Nominated by:  Dwight Brashear, SMART 

 



OTA Award Nomination – Public Transportation System Innovation Award 

A brief description of the innovative program or project. 

This past June, South Metro Area Regional Transit (SMART) revealed Wilsonville’s first two electric buses 

at our “30 Years of Service” public celebration event. SMART is the first small urban transit provider to 

successfully deploy electric buses in the State of Oregon.  

SMART was the only Oregon transit operator to be awarded funding through the U.S. Department of 

Transportation’s 2017 “Low or No-Emission Bus Program”, which led to the purchase of two 35’ Proterra 

Catalyst battery-electric buses and associated Proterra-charging infrastructure.  

To design the buses’ vinyl wrap, SMART commissioned local high school art students, who created a 

unique and distinctive design that includes hand-drawn images of iconic Wilsonville locations.   

The day after the public unveiling, the new buses began service – on time and under budget – and serve 

passengers daily on Wilsonville’s Crosstown Route 4.  

A summary of the results received and the positive effect on the organization. 

The June 26 rollout celebration brought nearly 200 community members and elected officials together 

to welcome battery-electric buses to Wilsonville.   

After just two months in service, the Proterra buses are delivering results nothing short of spectacular. 

The service range is much greater than anticipated. The average energy consumption rate of 1.9kWh per 

mile easily surpasses the 2.7kWh per mile rate initially projected. Additionally, SMART expects to save 

about $35k in fuel and maintenance costs annually.  

Perhaps most importantly, the two buses are keeping four to five million pounds of greenhouse gases 

out of the atmosphere during their anticipated 12-year lifespan. Implementation of these electric buses 

is a monumental step in SMART’s effort to achieve 100 percent alternative fuel use by 2028.   

 A description of its applicability to other systems. 

SMART is continuing to blaze a trail to fleet electrification for transit systems across the State of Oregon. 

By documenting its successful methods, practices and implementation, SMART has developed a proven 

template that the agency is willing to share with other providers.  This collaboration allows other 



transportation agencies to avoid pitfalls by understanding exactly what steps and resources are 

necessary to acquire and run battery-electric buses. 

A description of how the innovation supports industry goals. 

The swift and successful implementation of these electric buses advances Goal 7: Environmental 

Sustainability of the Oregon Public Transportation Plan. This project also satisfies the Oregon Statewide 

Transportation Strategy’s goal to increase the operating efficiency of transportation modes to produce 

fewer greenhouse gas admissions.  

Supporting documents: 

1. Pamplin Media Article – Transit department to unveil electric bus 

2. BFM Front Page – Art Students 

3. BFM Front Page – Ebus Unveiling 

4. Pamplin Media Article – Historic moment 

5. Bus in Route photo 
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Transit department to
unveil electric buses
 Corey Buchanan   Tuesday, June 18, 2019

 SMART plans party to mark 30 years for Wilsonville
agency, show community new electric buses

On the 30th anniversary of its founding, South Metro

Area Regional Transit (SMART) will not only celebrate

the past but also usher in the future.

The City of Wilsonville transit department's 30th

anniversary party will include the unveiling of its first two
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zero-emission electric buses.

SMART purchased the buses using a $1.45 million

Federal Transportation Administration Low or No

Emission Vehicle Program grant and was the only

Oregon agency to receive a grant from the program. The

City also paid $400,000 for the buses, which will begin

service on Route 4 (Wilsonville Road) the day after the

event.

"To award a small agency like ours a grant like this is

taking a chance because of the effort that it takes, not

only the financial resources, which we are fortunate to

have, but just to have the know-how to be able to pull

something like this off," said Wilsonville Transit Director

Dwight Brashear. "They don't pass these out like candy

to small agencies."

The manufacturer Proterra produced the buses at a

facility in southern California and delivered the buses to

Wilsonville in May. Brashear said SMART chose

Proterra because of the company's experience making

high-quality electric buses.

"Proterra has more battery electric buses on the ground

operating in the United States than any other in the

country," he said. "We thought that based on the

research that we had done and references that we

checked that Protera was the company for us."

Brashear expects the new buses will last longer than the

current 10 to 12-year shelf life of the gasoline-powered

buses and that each bus will save the City between

$30,000 and $40,000 annually in fuel costs. The buses

also are quieter and don't use fossil fuels.

A D V E R T I S I N G | Continue reading below

"These buses offer a very comfortable, quiet ride that I

think even a person who is not into the environment, I

know they're into quiet. I know they're into wanting to be

comfortable, and if I can't sell them on the environment, I

can sell them on the technology that goes into these

https://demo.friends2follow.com/outgoingferry.php
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buses that makes them quiet and efficient," Brashear

said.

Brashear said SMART's goal is for the entire fleet to run

off of alternative fuel by 2028 and said being awarded

more federal grants could help make that happen.

"The federal government has made money available

through the Low-No (Low or No Emissions) grant and it

seems to keep increasing, so there's more money, which

lends itself to more opportunities," he said. "The good

news is that once we've done it successfully, then it's a

short trip. It's not a lot of work to convince them to

continue to do it."

The buses fit 28 passengers and feature designs on their

exterior created by Wilsonville High School and Arts and

Technology High School students.

"These buses — once we wrap them (with the new

design) — there will only be two like them in the entire

world," Brashear said.

The celebration also will include ice cream from Jr.

Scoop, which created electric bus-inspired flavors just for

the event, such as Electric Chip, Amped Up Apple,

Pistachio Power and Current Sorbet.

A D V E R T I S I N G | Continue reading below

"I hope it's an event that brings everybody out from all

walks of life," Brashear said. "If you're a citizen of

Wilsonville, you call Wilsonville home,

this is one of those events where we can all come

together and

be proud of what we've done and what we've accomp-

lished."

As for the anniversary, Wilsonville initially broke off from

TriMet in 1989 largely due to a push from the business

community, which was facing high payroll taxes even

though TriMet provided scant service in the City. The
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transit system initially was called Wilsonville Area Rapid

Transit (WART) but the City eventually changed the

name to SMART.

"I wouldn't be here today without somebody 30 years

ago having this idea of breaking away from TriMet and

creating their own thing," Brashear said. "I think it was a

smart decision and it's paid dividends."
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Local Art Students Wow City Council with Electric Bus Design

Students commissioned by 
SMART to design a vinyl 

wrap for the City’s two new 
electric buses got an “A+” 
from City Council members, 
who approved their design at 
a December meeting. 

The bus design features 
several iconic Wilsonville 
locations, including the 
Clock Tower at SMART Cen-
tral and McMenamins Old 
Church. 

Get a closer look at the 
hand-painted design (page 2) 
or watch the student presen-
tation on YouTube at 
bit.ly/SMART_ART

Highlights In This Issue....
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Mayor’s Message
SMART Revs Up for Big Year
In 2019, Services to be Enhanced,  
Two New Buses Scheduled to Arrive

With the start of a new year, one of City Coun-
cil’s top priorities is establishing the City’s 

legislative agenda, which guides 
policy positions during the 2019-
20 session of the Oregon legisla-
ture.

Near the top of the list is our 
desire to support development 
of the City’s transportation and 
transit infrastructure. Investing 
in alternatives to automobile use 
is a crucial step in mitigating the 
impact of growth on our roadways, providing effi-
cient and cost-effective travel along the I-5 corridor 
and ensuring that no one is restricted from enjoying 
everything the City has to offer. 

In 1989, Wilsonville had the foresight and where-
withal to establish South Metro Area Regional 
Transit (SMART) to provide residents, employers 
and their commuting workforce with better-quality 
public transit service. Thirty years later, the City is 
reaping wonderful benefits from a locally operated 
system that connects the North Willamette Valley 
with the greater Portland area, and provides a viable 
alternative to car travel.

Each month, SMART provides 25,000 passenger 
trips, covering more than 45,000 miles. That’s more 
than 300,000 passenger trips annually, many benefit-
ing Wilsonville’s older adults and people with dis-
abilities who rely on SMART’s Dial-a-Ride, medical 
trips and shuttle services. 

SMART’s clean, well-maintained 30-vehicle fleet 
provides fare-free service at 183 stops throughout 
Wilsonville, and also offers fare service to/from 
South Portland, Salem, Tualatin and Canby. 

This summer, SMART anticipates taking owner-
ship of two 35-foot electric buses, federally funded 
by grant awards earned in 2017. Next year, a third 
grant-funded electric bus is scheduled to arrive. 
These state-of-the-art vehicles are not only improv-
ing the experience for riders, they position SMART 
to reach aggressive alternative fuel goals, 50% by 
2022 and 100% by 2028. 

A new funding source is allowing SMART to 
increase service levels in 2019. With the implemen-
tation of the “Keep Oregon Moving” bill, Oregon 
workers now contribute 0.1 percent of wages to 

support transit 
services, supple-
menting the foun-
dational support 
provided by local 

businesses. You can expect expanded service hours 
and additional connections to inter-city destinations 
soon, informed by annual rider surveys and exten-
sive outreach to give the community a voice in how 
its local service operates. 

SMART’s results speak for themselves. In our 
most recent community survey, no City function 
scored higher — relative to other municipalities — 
than transit. A resounding majority of residents, 83 
percent, rated SMART services as excellent or good. 

Wilsonville is fortunate to have a transit system 
that is the envy of communities throughout Oregon. 
We will continue to advocate for additional funding 
and improvements — including expansion of West-
side Express Service (WES) commuter rail transit 
service and extension of service to Salem — to make 
our great system even better.

Tim Knapp, Mayor

School District Finalizes Project List Ahead of Possible Capital Bond

The West Linn-Wilsonville School District’s  
Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) 

is recommending seven projects to the dis-
trict’s Board of Directors for inclusion should 
the board decide to pursue a capital bond. 

The LRPC identified these projects after 
analyzing 10-year demographic and enroll-
ment projections, reviewing the district’s recent high 
school study, considering community feedback and 
updating the long range plan.

The proposed projects cost an estimated $206.8 
million; they are not being recommended in any order 
or priority. Further discussion was scheduled to take 
place at a Jan. 28 meeting of the school board.

The district’s financial consultant, Piper Jaffray, 
indicates that a bond of that amount would not raise 
the current tax rate for West Linn and Wilsonville resi-
dents, staying below the $3 per $1,000 threshold that 
residents currently pay.

Several recommended projects directly impact Wil-
sonville schools, including:
Safe and Welcoming Schools

Following direction from the School Board Safety 
Advisory Committees, the proposed project would 
include school building renovations for secure school 
entrances; classroom lockdown hardware; shelter-in-
place curtains; and intrusion-limiting glass. Those im-
provements would be made for all 16 WLWV schools.
Expanding Opportunities and Addressing 
Capacity at Secondary Level

Currently, the district has three high schools — West 
Linn High School, Wilsonville High School, and the 
smaller Arts and Technology Options High School. 
Enrollment projections show that West Linn High 
School could eclipse 2,000 students while Wilsonville 
High School will approach 1,700 students by 2028. 
Concurrently, the lease for Arts and Technology High 
School expires in 2022, requiring the district to find a 
new location. 

To accommodate enrollment projections at the high 
school level, and to expand learning opportunities 
for students, the proposed project would renovate the 
current Athey Creek Middle School building to ac-

commodate an expanded and redesigned third 
high school. All three district high schools 
would include Career Technical Education and 
course expansion opportunities.

An 850-student Athey Creek Middle School 
would be built on the district’s Dollar Street 
property, bringing it into West Linn so that 

students can walk and bike to school while addressing 
middle school enrollment projections. 
Wilsonville High School Auditorium Addition

This project would construct a new 600-seat per-
forming arts theater at Wilsonville High School 
similar to the performing arts center at West Linn 
High School. The theater would be adjacent to the 
performing arts entrance constructed under the 2014 
capital bond. The project would convert the existing 
auditorium, stage, and arena theater into instructional 
space, increasing total building capacity. Additional 
parking would be added where the existing soccer 
field is located, adjacent to the gyms.

Addressing Growth at the Primary Level
New housing developments in Wilsonville are 

impacting enrollment projections, indicating the need 
for a new primary school in the near future. 

The project would include a new primary school 
with an initial capacity of 350 students, with room 
for a future buildout to approximately 550 students. 
The school would be located on the district’s 10-acre 
property in Frog Pond where the CREST Farm was 
previously located.

To view the complete project list, please visit the 
School District’s website: wlwv.k12.or.us/domain/262. 

A new 600-seat peforming arts theater would benefit the Wilsonville High School choir and other performers. A theater is 
among the projects being considered should the West-Linn Wilsonville School District’s Board pursue a capital bond.

High school art students and teachers, who worked on a year-long project to design 
a wrap for SMART’s two new electric buses, were all smiles after their design concept 
received praise and the unanimous support of City Council. 

A new funding source is 
allowing SMART to increase 
service levels in 2019. 
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8200 SW Wilsonville Road
503-682-2744

www.WilsonvilleLibrary.org

Library Closures
Monday, Feb. 18

Local Artist of the Month: 
Kathy Simmons

Science Zone
For grades 3–5

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 1:30–2:30 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/kids

Teen After-School Activities
For grades 6–12

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 4–6 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/teens

Great Books Discussion Group
“Of Personal Identity” by David Hume

Tuesday, Feb. 12, 6–8 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/gb 

Teen After Dark Event:  
Anti-Valentine’s

Friday, Feb. 15, 6:30–8:30 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/teens

LEGO Night
For grades K–5

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 6:30–7:30 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/kids

Adult Winter Reading Program
Read books and win prizes!

Last day to submit a completed
Tic-Tac-Toe or Book Log is Feb. 28.

WilsonvilleLibrary.org/AWRP

Visit our website for more events: 
WilsonvilleLibrary.org

Upcoming Classes  
and Events

Bring Food for Fines in February

Reduce or eliminate library overdue fines by 
bringing in cans or 

boxes of food during the 
month of February.

Each can or box of 
unexpired food will be 
worth a one dollar credit on 
overdue fines, subject to the 
approval of library staff.

All food will be donated 
to Wilsonville Community 
Sharing for the assistance of needy area families.

Please check expiration dates carefully! The food 
bank cannot accept or use expired food.

The food bank prefers donations of:
•	 canned goods (fruit, tuna, hearty soups)
•	 cereal (hot or cold)
•	 jelly or jam (sorry, we can’t accept homemade)
•	 NO RAMEN
•	 NO DAMAGED or EXPIRED ITEMS

For more information about Wilsonville 
Community Sharing, please visit:

WilsonvilleCommunitySharing.org

Biblioteca Recibe Nuevos Libros

The library has acquired some brand-new Spanish-
language books for kids and adults, straight from 

the biggest Spanish-language book fair in the world.
Community Outreach Librarian Deborah Gitlitz 

attended the International Book Fair in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, with financial support from the American 
Library Association. She returned with some hand-
picked gems for Wilsonville’s diverse community of 
readers. Come check them out!

New Literature Class:
America’s Founding Writers

The United States has always been a rambunctious, 
deeply divided nation 

— and the writers in this 
6-week course surely 
represent (and explore) 
those divisions from the 
Colonial period through 
the American Revolution.

Retired English professor Dr. Bill Thierfelder leads 
this engaging class with a focus on the writings, 
music, and art of this period in history.

Sign up at the Circulation Desk to reserve your seat!
The class is held Sundays, 1:30-3 pm, Feb. 10 

through Mar. 31 (no class Feb. 24 or Mar. 17). 
The $30 cost includes all text materials.

WilsonvilleLibrary.org/classes

Free Tax Help Available

A volunteer Certified 
Public Accountant 

is at the library ready to 
answer your questions 
and/or help you fill out 
your tax forms. 

Drop in on Saturdays, 
Feb. 9-Apr. 6, 10 am to 2 pm. Bring necessary docu-
mentation and your 2018 tax records.

There is no charge for this service.
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/taxes

Wilsonville’s Art Students Deliver SMART a Dazzling Design for Two New Buses
A mid-December City Council work session offered 

a rare departure from the usual staff reports, 
questions and Council deliberations. 

Youthful energy was on display, and a few nerves 
evident, as six high school art students presented the 
results of a year-long collaboration with SMART. 
Commissioned by the transit agency to design artistic 
wraps to dress two new electric buses, the students 
walked through their artistic process during a 10-min-
ute presentation and revealed the stunning result of 

their efforts.
“They just 

knocked it out of 
the park,” said Elli 
Work, Grants and 
Programs Manager 
for SMART. “I keep 

hearing how astounding the presentation was. One 
colleague told me she was fighting back tears.” 

The presentation elicited a “Wow!” from Mayor Tim 
Knapp, and more kudos from each of the councilors 
present. 

“I’m really happy (that SMART commissioned you 
to do this) instead of paying a consultant or artist from 
outside the city,” said Councilor Scott Starr. “I don’t 
know that we would have gotten much better artwork 
if we had.”

Wilsonville High School art teacher Christopher 
Shotola-Hardt and Arts & Technology High School 
art teacher Philip Glass mentored the students who 
participated in the project, a collaboration among the 
two schools and SMART. Working with the City pro-
vided a great opportunity for students to get a unique 
glimpse into real-world problem solving. 

“It was an eye-opener for them,” said Shotola-Hardt. 
“With a fine art project, they are in control of their 
own work. There comes a point where they can say 
‘I’m finished.’ When we’re working with a client, it goes 
through reviews and revisions. There’s a grind to it.”

The students met weekly. Over course of the project, 

that grind whittled the original project team down to 
just eight who saw the project to its finish and whose 
names will appear on the bus. They are Leilani Bau-
tista, Vianey Bautista, Jasleen Kaur Bhullar, Elaysia 
Gates, Eleanor Karrick, Angelica Maldonado, Maxi-
millian McGuire and Mason Wright. 

“There were heated discussions about what it could 
be or should be. The group worked on countless draw-
ings, concept drawings, critiques,” said Shotola-Hardt. 
“SMART was really drawn to four ideas they’d like to 
see slammed together. I told them this was typical for 
a graphic designer, to present several directions and 
have the client choose.”

The final design incorporated iconic Wilsonville 
locations — including the Graham Oaks tree, Mc-

Menamins Old Church, the Clock Tower at SMART 
Central — painted in water color by Bhullar, using 
gradients of SMART green. 

Having the fortitude to finish the project, the cour-
age to present it to City leadership, and the talent to 
have their design supported unanimously by Council 
inspires confidence that can inspire students long after 
the school-year ends.

“It’s palpable,” Shotola-Hardt said. “The kids were 
just beaming, floating on air, after the presentation. 
When they came back to school the next day, several 
said they watched the presentation twice before they 
went to bed. They’re proud.”

Continued on page 7
I keep hearing how 
astounding the presentation 
was. One colleague told me 
she was fighting back tears. 

A team of Wilsonville-area high school students completed a project to design two new electric buses that SMART is 
acquiring this summer. The hand-painted scenescape features iconic Wilsonville locations and green energy sources.
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A Month of Enforcement and a Way to Report Safety Concerns

This month, I’d like to share a few of the most 
common traffic-related incidents requiring 

Wilsonville Police Department 
assistance. I hope this list, and the 
tips that follow, serve as a reminder 
to drive safely. 

In December, our officers investi-
gated/responded to:
•	 388 traffic stops
•	 44 parking complaints 
•	 24 commercial truck inspec-

tions
•	 9 traffic crashes
•	 6 arrests for Driving Under the Influence (DUI)
Inclusive of all these incidents, 291 citations were 

issued over the course of the month. 
The photo is from a recent crash in which unsafe 

speed was a contributing factor. Hopefully, this serves 
as a reminder to slow down! Speed limits are there 
for your safety. 

Some other safe driving tips to 
remember: 
•	 Understand safe following and 

braking distances
•	 Avoid distracted driving, 

particularly cell phone use.
•	 Pay attention to traffic signs and 

lights 
•	 Use your turn signal
•	 Be patient and predictable
•	 Keep your vehicle in good 

working order
In addition to following the rules 

of the road, there’s a new way you 
can help us keep City streets safe. 
We are excited to announce our 
new Traffic Concerns Team (TCT). 

Many of us have complaints or 

concerns about various traffic issues in our com-
munity. We want to make sure we understand where 
the problem areas are, so we can respond as quickly 
and efficiently as possible. The TCT takes a multi-
disciplinary approach, involving City Engineering, 
Public Works, and Police to review and address these 
concerns. 

Have a concern you’d like to share? Visit 
ci.wilsonville.or.us/traffic-concerns. From the 
City website, visit the ‘Resources’ tab under Report/
Complaint or Concern. Receiving information via 
this online form allows us to track complaints and 
respond in a timely manner. Our TCT team meets 
monthly to review new complaints; we use data and 
historical knowledge to collectively identify the best 
response. 

Thanks for helping us help you stay safe!
Robert Wurpes, Chief of Police

Police chief’s corner

Police Chief  
Rob Wurpes

Unsafe speed was a factor in this December traffic accident in Wilsonville. 
Slow down, don’t drive distracted and follow the rules of the road!

City, County Grant Programs 
Accepting 2019 Applications

Wilsonville Parks and Recreation is now accepting 
applications for a grant program that provides 

$25,000 in funding for local organizations to support 
an array of projects providing benefit to community 
groups, residents and visitors to Wilsonville.

The Community Opportunity Grant Program pro-
vides $25,000 funding each year for a wide range of lo-
cal programs and projects that promote education, di-
versity, arts or community involvement in the city. The 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board reviews requests 
and distributes awards twice annually. Applications are 
due Friday, March 1. Funds for the Opportunity Grant 
program come from the City’s general fund.

In partnership with Clackamas County, an addition-
al grant source is available for projects and events that 
attract visitors to Wilsonville.

The Clackamas County Community Partnership 
Grant, in partnership with Clackamas County Tour-
ism, awards funding to local tourism projects that 
aim to increase the numbers of tourist visitors and the 
economic impact of tourism. Up to $20,000 is avail-
able for projects that increase overnight lodging stays 
in Clackamas County, bring visitors into communities 
from greater than 50 miles away to shop, dine, recre-
ate, take in arts or cultural offerings, or visit heritage 
sites and entice visitors to “linger longer.” The applica-
tion deadline is Thursday, Feb 28.

For more information, visit WilsonvilleParksand 
Rec.com/GrantPrograms or contact Brian Steven-
son, Program Manager, at 503-570-1523, stevenson@
ci.wilsonville.or.us.

503-682-7790      RideSMART.com

28879 SW Boberg Road

Meet SMARt’S neweSt eMployee 
We welcome Sheilagh Griffin to the SMART team. As a 
Transportation Demand Management Technician, Sheilagh’s 
focus will be developing and implementing Safe Routes to 
School programs for youth in collaboration with Wilsonville 
schools. Sheilagh works with school officials to help students 
walking and rolling to and from school safely.

Sheilagh brings 10 years of Safe Routes to School experience 
in Portland as parent volunteer, bicycle and pedestrian 
safety instructor, program manager and local and statewide 
program director. She is a very enthusiastic participant in 
active transportation. 

Her professional background includes working with youth and families to help 
them be successful in school and in life. She does not own a car, rides her bike 
everywhere, loves being outdoors and exploring on foot or on bike. She bikes 
for transportation, fun and competition. Sheilagh is looking forward to meeting 
Wilsonville community members and learning about the opportunities for walking, 
biking and rolling to school for students of all ages.

If you are interested in meeting with Sheilagh at your school, please contact her 
at Griffin@ridesmart.com or 503-682-7790 x1438.

SMARt eMployee Spotlight

Pete Padron has 
been with SMART 
for 18 months, 
driving both the 
Salem 1X and 
the 4-Crosstown. 
After starting as 
a bus operator, 
he recently was 
promoted to 
dispatcher.

Pete has more 
than 30 years of 
driving experience, 
from concrete 
mixer trucks to 

double trailer hay trucks and garbage haulers.

Pete helps Spanish-speaking members 
of our community learn the bus system. 
Representing SMART at a recent event, he 
educated a gentleman how to navigate our 
system to commute to and from work. 

Thanks Pete! You are a great addition to the 
administrative team at SMART!

holiday Service hours

Presidents Day
Monday, Feb. 18

Regular Bus Service  
SMART Offices Closed

Last year, a Community Opportunity Grant supported a 
Wood Middle School educational trip to Washington D.C.
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Upcoming Classes  
and Events

Partner Yoga Workshop
Ages 16+

Saturday, Feb. 9 
2-3:30 pm

Community Center
$15 per person

AARP Smart Driver
Ages 16+

Fridays, Feb. 15 & 22 (must attend both)
9 am-noon

Community Center
$5 registration fee PLUS

$15 AARP Members
$20 Non-Members 

Living Well With Diabetes
Ages 55+

Wednesdays, Mar. 6-Apr. 10 
9-10:30 am 

Parks & Rec Admin Bldg. 
No Charge, but must pre-register

Cardio, Core, Strength & Stretch 
Thursdays, Mar. 7 - Apr. 25

10:30-11:30 am
Community Center

$59

Community Garden Registration
Thursday, Apr. 4

8 am
Parks & Recreation Admin. Bldg.

$22 (in-ground), $25 (raised) per plot

See a complete class and event schedule at 
WilsonvilleParksandRec.com

Living Well with Diabetes:  
A Free Workshop Series

Are you living with diabetes or caring for someone 
with diabetes? 

Clackamas County is hosting “Living Well with Dia-
betes,” a six-week workshop. You will discover tools 
that can improve your health and outlook on life.

Facilitators share techniques & tools to help you 
take charge and feel better living with your condition. 
Living Well workshops are fun and interactive. Par-
ticipants learn to use self-management skills to fight 
fatigue, problem solve, make decisions and reduce 
stress. 

Participants will experience ways to:

•	 Use positive thinking, breathing and relaxation
•	 Develop healthy eating habits and meal plans
•	 Discover the physical activity that’s right for you
•	 Communicate effectively with others
•	 Get tips about medication use
•	 Prevent and monitor low blood sugar
•	 Manage foot care and pain
•	 Prevent or delay complications
•	 Brainstorm solutions to challenges and barriers
•	 Make weekly action plans

This workshop series is provided at no charge, but 
pre-registration is required. Classes are Wednesday 
mornings, Mar. 6-Apr. 10, 9-11 am, at the Parks and 
Recreation Admin building.

Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office 
Hosts Personal Safety Seminar

Join Wilsonville Parks and Recreation and the 
Clackamas County Sheriff ’s Office on Tuesday, Feb. 

5, 10 am, at the 
Community Center 
for a Personal Safety 
Seminar. 

Learn about the 
top crimes that 
affect citizens and 
gain an under-
standing of what 
makes us potential 
targets for crimi-
nals. 

The presentation 
covers the three “As” of personal safety in our home, 
vehicle, office and public places. There is no charge for 
this seminar; please call to pre-register.

Dog Run Public Input Meeting

On Tuesday, Feb. 12, 7 pm, at the Community 
Center, Wilsonville Parks and Recreation is host-

ing a presentation on the new Dog Run, to be located 
near the Community Garden at Memorial Park.

The presentation includes findings from survey 
results and discusses possible future amenities. Par-
ticipants can review and comment on a proposal to 
establish a Friends of Wilsonville Dog Run group to 
help with volunteer efforts and coordination. 

Partner Yoga Workshop 

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, the Partner Yoga 
Workshop on Sat., Feb. 9, 2-3:30 pm, offers you and 

your loved one a great opportunity to connect with 
each other while practicing a variety of partner yoga 
poses that build strength and improve your body’s 
flexibility. Come to this workshop with your spouse, 
partner, sibling, child or friend. No prior yoga experi-
ence is needed; please bring your own yoga mat.

Administration Building: 29600 SW Park Place
Parks Programs: 503-783-7529

Community Center: 7965 SW Wilsonville Road 
503-682-3727

WilsonvilleParksandRec.com

Be a Vital Link in the Chain of Survival for Cardiac Patients

Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue’s commitment to 
communities includes working with community 

partners to strengthen the chain of survival for cardiac 
patients.

TVF&R offers hands-only 
CPR training, encourages 
law enforcement partners to 
respond to cardiac emergen-
cies equipped with automated 
external defibrillators, and 
invites community members 
willing to perform CPR to download TVF&R’s free 
PulsePoint smartphone app to be alerted when some-
one is in need of this lifesaving assistance.

We believe that the strength of an entire community 
fighting side by side will ultimately prove to be more 
powerful than the nation’s No. 1 killer — heart disease.

February is American Heart Month. Join us in rais-
ing awareness of the signs and symptoms of a heart 
attack and the importance of immediately calling 
911 in the event you or someone nearby experiences 
symptoms.

Unlike a sudden cardiac arrest that strikes suddenly 
and includes a loss of consciousness, a heart attack 
can develop slow enough that you are not aware you 
are having a medical emergency. A heart attack occurs 
when the blood flow that brings oxygen to the heart 
muscle is severely reduced or cut off completely.

Symptoms typically include:
•	 Chest discomfort in the center of the chest that 

lasts for more than a few minutes or goes away 
and returns. It can feel like uncomfortable pres-
sure, squeezing, fullness, or pain.  

•	 Upper body discomfort, such as pain or discom-
fort in one or both arms, the back, neck, jaw, or 
stomach.  

•	 Shortness of breath before, during, or after other 
discomforts.  

•	 Other signs, including breaking out in a cold 
sweat, nausea, or light-headedness.

The most common heart attack symptom for women 
and men is chest pain or discomfort. However, women 

are more likely to experience other symptoms, par-
ticularly shortness of breath, nausea or vomiting, back 
or jaw pain, pressure in the lower chest or upper abdo-
men, dizziness, fainting, or extreme fatigue.

The heart is a muscle that can deteriorate with each 
minute you delay medical treatment. Don’t ignore 
symptoms, and don’t drive yourself to the hospital.

Firefighters often hear heart attack patients say, “I 
wasn’t sure it was a heart attack,” or “I didn’t want to 
bother anyone.”

Remember, TVF&R crews are here for you. Our 
highly trained firefighter paramedics can diagnose 
a heart attack and start treatment right away. Crews 
can also relay your EKG information to the hospital, 
enabling its staff to activate special heart teams and 
prepare for your arrival.

A heart attack can cause sudden cardiac arrest, when 
the heart malfunctions and stops beating unexpect-
edly. Sudden cardiac arrest leads to death when the 
heart stops working properly. This can be reversed if 
CPR is performed and a defibrillator is used to shock 
the heart and restore a normal heart rhythm.

Studies show that CPR can double or triple a cardiac 
arrest patient’s chance of survival, but only 46 percent 
of those who suffer cardiac arrest outside of a hospital 
get bystander help, according to the American Heart 
Association. 

Every minute CPR is delayed, the chance of survival 
decreases by 10 percent. Your assistance in performing 
hands-only CPR until crews arrive can make a differ-
ence. Hands-only CPR 
has just two easy steps: 
Call 911 and push hard 
and fast in the center of 
the chest to the beat of 
the disco song “Stayin’ Alive.” 

For more information about PulsePoint, symptoms 
of cardiac emergencies, and CPR training, visit tvfr.
com. Thank you for your willingness to team up with 
our crews to save more lives and create a safer com-
munity.

Fire District Names Next Chief

Deric Weiss has been tabbed by the Tualatin Val-
ley Fire & Rescue Board of Directors to succeed 

Chief Mike Duyck when Duyck retires in June. 
“We are confident that Chief Weiss will continue 

vital work and innovation on 
behalf of the people we are hon-
ored to serve,” Board President 
Clark Balfour said of Weiss, one 
of many internal candidates 
who participated in assessment 
activities, listening sessions and 
interviews for the position.

Chief Weiss has held many ranks at TVF&R in 24 
years, including lieutenant, captain, 
battalion chief, division chief and 
assistant chief. Most recently, he has 
overseen the District’s emergency 
operations. 

Weiss will work alongside Duyck 
during the transition, focusing on dis-
trict policy, funding, deployment and 
strategic goals. Both chiefs will also be 

visiting with city councils and community groups.
Weiss has an associate degree in fire science and is 
in the process of obtaining his bachelor’s degree. 
He holds numerous certifications in emergency 
operations and is an Oregon-certified Emergency 
Medical Technician. 

Weiss

CPR can double or triple 
a cardiac arrest patient’s 
chance of survival.
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The New 
Vision 

for Town 
Center

For two years, the Wilsonville Town Center plan-
ning team has engaged with residents, employees 

and business owners to identify a vision that reflects 
the community’s priorities. 

In March, that plan goes before the City’s Planning 
Commission for review. The project team is confident 
the Plan’s recommendations are responsive to the 
needs of our active, diverse community. 

The Plan’s community-driven priorities: 
Community Gathering Places 
Environmental Stewardship 

Harmonious Design
Economic Prosperity

Mixed Uses
 Safe Access and Connectivity

A 20-to-40 Year Plan
Once adopted by the Planning Commission and the 

City Council, the new Town Center Plan will guide 
future development of about 100 acres in and around 
the Town Center Loop. 

Expect implementation of Plan recommendations 
to happen incrementally, over several decades. Dur-
ing intervals when a thriving economy spurs develop-
ment opportunities, the City will seek collaborations 
with motivated builders who share our community-
driven vision. Over time, this transformation will 
yield the new hub and heart of Wilsonville, a vibrant 
and walkable destination that inspires people to come 
together and socialize, shop, live, and work. 

“I have been working in the Portland region for 
over 40 years. Sometimes, I am amazed how we 
underrate our own communities. There is much more 
development potential here than anyone thinks, said 
Fred Bruning of CenterCal at the City’s Economic 
Development Summit event. 

Bruning emphasized placemaking and gathering 
spots as two of the most important components of a 
successful town center. 

“It’s a matter of finding that magic place that is 
unique to Wilsonville. You have to create the special 
place first, that will exponentially increase the choices 
you will have later for better growth.”

Thank You
Years from now, residents and business owners can 

stroll through Town Center taking great pride in the 
crucial role they played in imagining the City’s ulti-
mate destination. 

The Wilsonville Town Center Team appreciates 
every community stakeholder who took the time to 
contribute ideas to this project. Thank you for think-
ing big and for sharing your desires with our project 
team at more than 100 focus groups, public meetings, 
and outreach events. 

“Thank you for showing up,” said Town Center 
Planning Manager Miranda Bateschell, “for talking 
to us when we came to your schools, neighborhood 
meetings and citywide events, for volunteering to 
serve on the project’s task force. People in Wilsonville 
care passionately about this community; that’s why 
this process worked and this Plan will be successful.”

Check Out the Plan
If you haven’t already, we invite you to view the 

Draft Plan online:
ci.wilsonville.or.us/towncenterplan

Provide comments and download the complete 
Draft Plan at the project website (wilsonvilletown-
center.com) or, for more information, email Mi-
randa Bateschell, Planning Manager, at Bateschell@
ci.wilsonville.or.us. 

You are also invited to check out the Plan and proj-
ect photo gallery at the Town Center Plan Showcase 
at City Hall on Wednesday, Mar. 13, 5-6 pm, before 
the 6 pm public hearing with the Planning Commis-
sion. 

“The Chamber’s experience par-
ticipating in the Wilsonville Town 
Center Task Force has been a true 
example of ‘best practices’ on how 
to conduct public involvement and 
participation. We feel the business 
community’s ideas and concerns 
have been voiced through an open 
and transparent public process that 
offered new innovative ways to solicit community 
feedback.”

Kevin Ferrasci O’Malley 
CEO, Wilsonville Area Chamber of Commerce

 “One of the very special things about our community 
is the care and kindness shown by our community 
members. Through this process, 
people have contributed their ideas 
for gathering places and voiced the 
importance of iconic placemaking 
sites to facilitate human connection. 
Seeing these ideas woven into the 
plan has been exciting. This plan isn’t 
just about streets and buildings, it’s 
about people.”

Kristin Akervall 
Wilsonville City Council President

“The Town Center Plan Task Force 
process was one of the most engag-
ing and hands-on experiences I 
have had with a project such as 
this. The amount of input received 
from citizens and business owners 
— through informational meetings, 
public events and online surveys — 
was incredible. It helped the Task 
Force feel confident in our recommendations to the 
Planning Commission and City Council. I look forward 
to watching the Town Center evolve into a vibrant city 
center.”

Kyle Bunch 
Agent, American Family Insurance

“I have enjoyed observing and 
sharing in the extensive community 
involvement the City utilized to 
develop the new plan for Wilsonville 
Town Center. And now we look for-
ward to the plan transforming the 
area into a hub for living, working, 
playing, dining and shopping.”

Bruce Eicher
Owner, Wilsonville Diamond

“It’s a matter of finding a 
place where placemaking hasn’t 
occurred yet. Finding what is that 
magic place that is unique to Wil-
sonville. Through the Town Cen-
ter Plan, Wilsonville is in a great 
position to create that special place 
which will exponentially increase 
the choices the city will have later 
for better growth.”

 Fred Bruning, 
CEO, CenterCal

“I want to commend the City and staff for expending 
the energy to create this plan through community in-
put. The City understands how important it is to create 
a vision and master plan that can develop over time. 
The addition of residential units, we now understand, 
will allow the area to support more businesses creating 
a more diverse and interesting synergy.”

Susan Myers
General Manager, Capital Realty

COMMUNITY LEADERS
Support the plan and the proceSS

This rendering demonstrates one example of what a reimagined Town Center could look like in 20 years, including 
thoughtful street connections, new mixed-use buildings and a “main street” with retail options and gathering places.
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Notable Actions: City Boards and Commissions
City Council Action What it Means
Jan. 7 Council approved, on first reading at a 

public hearing, minor amendments to City 
Code (Sections 800-814) and adopted a 
resolution establishing design standards 
and application fees governing small wire-
less facilities located in the public right-of-
way.

Together, these actions are intended to provide clear, 
objective guidelines for telecommunications companies 
developing the infrastructure to eventually offer improved 
“5G” small-cell wireless technology.

Dec. 17, Jan. 7 Council approved a zoning change for the 
developing Villebois neighborhood.

The change allows residential construction to begin on 
one of the neighborhood’s last undeveloped parcels. The 
planned 25-acre subdivision in the north-central area of 
Villebois includes construction of a regional City park.

Jan. 7 Council approved the amendment of a 
professional services agreement with Mur-
raysmith, Inc.,

The amendment provides $160,000 for further engineer-
ing and design work on a proposed relocated wastewater 
pump station at Memorial Park, allowing engineers to 
mitigate unanticipated geotechnical issues at the site.

Dec. 17 Council approved the Boones Ferry Park 
Master Plan

The plan improves accessibility to the Willamette River 
waterfront, adds a dog park, parking and other amenities, 
guides development of new land acquired in 2017 and 
accommodates a landing site for the proposed French 
Prairie Bridge.

Dec. 17 Council continued, for one year, a tempo-
rary recycling surcharge approved in May 
2018

The monthly $2.50 surcharge accounts for drastic changes 
in the international recycling market requiring garbage 
haulers to pay to dispose of recycled goods.

Stay Informed
•Sign up to receive City news: 
•Follow City of Wilsonville: 
 Facebook, Nextdoor and Twitter
•Watch City Council meetings: 
 Online: ci.wilsonville.or.us/WilsonvilleTV
 Comcast/Xfinity: Channel 30
 Frontier: Channel 32

Councilors Lehan, West Sworn-In to Begin New Terms
Newest Councilor’s Political Aspirations Began in Support of Family

At the Jan. 7 meeting of the Wilsonville City 
Council, Municipal Court Judge Fred Wein-

house administered the Oath of Office to City Coun-
cilors Charlotte Lehan and Ben West, who began 
four-year terms in January after prevailing in Novem-
ber’s general election.

The swear-in ceremony is common practice for 
Lehan, who first joined the City Council in 1991, 
served for 12 years (1997-2008) as the City’s mayor, 
and rejoined the Council in 2015. 

West joins the Council as a first-time elected of-
ficial. He says his parents instilled the importance of 
civic engagement at an early age, but that he didn’t 
grow up harboring political aspirations. 

His desire to influence change came later, when he 
and his partner, Paul Rummel, sought to build a life 
together.

“Paul and I got our start in politics because we 
saw the injustice of our family not being considered 
legitimate,” West said. “We were told we couldn’t be 
married, we’ve been told we couldn’t be dads. We 
were thrust into it because we found an issue that af-
fected our family directly.”

West and Rummel fought for marriage equality and 
for changes in the state’s foster care system (their son 
JayQuan, 12, joined their family through the foster 
care system). 

“We started a non-profit that advocated for legisla-
tive changes to benefit foster kids and the families 
involved in their care to try to fix this system that’s in 
crisis in Oregon,” said West. “We needed to advocate 
for these kids. Who else was going to do it? So we 

jumped in and did it.”
The Rummel-West family moved to Wilsonville in 

2014, and quickly put down roots. 
“It didn’t take long for us to fall in love with the 

community,” said West, a registered nurse. 
He sought a seat on the Council, he said, because 

he wants to advocate for his neighbors, and believes 
Council service is a good fit for his skill set.

“I firmly believe we have a small enough city that 
we’re all neighbors,” West said. “We’re connected to 
issues that affect all of us. I’m excited to get into the 
fray, meet my neighbors, find out their concerns and 
advocate for those issues to make Wilsonville just a 
little bit better.”

After one meeting, West says he already has a new 
appreciation for the amount of work that goes into 
preparing Council to deliberate on complex issues 
facing the City.

“I was in awe of how well the City staff worked, 
very quickly and nimbly to advocate for citizens on 
the ‘5G’ issue and to put together the package they 
did. It was very impressive.”

Parliamentary procedure is still a work in progress.
“Can I talk yet?” he joked. “Mayor Knapp and the 

other Councilors have been very gracious. Everyone’s 
understanding of the rookie in the room.”

He’s looking forward the challenge, he said, and has 
an understanding family in his corner. 

“My family is on this ride with me, I’m not doing 
it alone,” West said. “It’s a sacrifice for all of us, but 
we’ve talked about it a lot, everyone is up for the work 
ahead.” 

Protect Local Waterways —  
Only Rain Down the Drain!

Have you seen these 
‘Don’t Pollute’ storm 
drain markers around 
town? Catch basins 
located along the street 
curbs collect rainwater 
and drain directly into 
local streams and the 
Willamette River.

Please contribute to the health of our local 
waterways. Remember – Only Rain Down the Drain! 

If you see someone dumping oil, grease or other 
pollutants down a drain, please contact Sarah Sand, 
Stormwater Management Coordinator, at 503-570-
1552 or Public Works at 503-682-4092.

Akervall Elected Council President

Councilor Kristen Akervall has 
been elected to serve a one-

year term as Council President. 
Electing a new president was the 

among Mayor Tim Knapp’s first 
items of business during the Jan. 7 
meeting after Councilors Charlotte 
Lehan and Ben West were sworn-
in; Akervall’s predecessor as president, Scott Starr, no 
longer sits on the Council.

“I would be honored to serve in this role and con-
tinue the work of Council,” Akervall said, following 
her nomination. 

Planning Commission Set to Review 
City’s Signage and Wayfinding Plan

On February 13, the Planning Commission is 
scheduled to consider the City’s Signage & Way-

finding Plan at a Public Hearing at 6 pm at City Hall. 
The project pro-
vides Wilsonville 
with an integrated, 
visually-pleasing 
network of signage 
to guide residents 
and visitors to key locations within Wilsonville.

 The City’s design partner, Alta Planning + Design, 
has spent the last few months refining elements of the 
corten and stone design most favored by those provid-
ing public input last summer. 

 “The design is warm and welcoming, and familiar 
to people because similar elements already exist within 
the city at other locations,” said Community Develop-
ment Director Chris Neamtzu. 

 The plan identifies sign locations and demonstrates 
a plan to integrate the new design into the iconic off-
ramp signs at Wilsonville Road. As sign types, shapes 
and sizes are being finalized, test signs will be fabri-
cated for review.

 If approved by the Planning Commission in Feb-
ruary, the project to develop the City’s wayfinding 
signage would go to City Council for adoption this 
spring. If approved, the first phase of implementation 
is scheduled to begin this summer.
Basalt Creek Comprehensive Plan

Also at the Feb. 13 meeting, the Planning Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing regarding adoption of 
the Basalt Creek Comprehensive Plan and Transporta-
tion Plan Amendments.

The Cities of Tualatin and Wilsonville adopted the 
Basalt Creek Concept Plan in August 2018, which 
presents a unified framework for future development 
in the Basalt Creek Planning Area. The proposed 
Comprehensive Plan and Transportation Systems Plan 
amendments will reflect Wilsonville’s adoption of the 
Basalt Creek Concept Plan. The Comprehensive Plan 
map amendment will also include the Coffee Creek 
Industrial Area, reflecting the master plan adopted for 
that area in 2007.

Republic Services: Put Recycling in Bins

For a number of years, solid-waste hauler Republic 
Services picked-up curbside loose cardboard at no 

additional charge. Starting in 2019, Republic Services 
charges for extra recycling material placed curbside 
that does not fit in the cart. The Garbage and the Recy-
cling Processing Surcharge rates are based on all trash 
or recycling items being placed in the appropriate bin 
for collection.

Planning Commission  
Public Hearings
Wed, Feb. 13, 6 pm
City Hall
29799 SW Town Center Loop E
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Briefs
Check it Out! A “Library of Things” 
Soon Available at Wilsonville Library

Pay attention at your local library this summer. In 
addition to books, eBooks and DVDs, Clackamas 

County libraries are planning to make a variety of new 
“things” available for check out. Imagine checking out 
novelty cake pans, ukuleles, board games and more! 

This collection of non-
standard items, a “Library 
of Things,” will be intro-
duced this summer at 
eight Clackamas County 
public libraries, including 
Wilsonville. The project, in 
partnership with the county’s Sustainability and Solid 
Waste program, promotes a more sustainable com-
munity. 

“These collections support a growing trend of people 
downsizing and decluttering their lives from the ‘stuff ’ 
we tend to accumulate,” said Stacy Ludington with 
Clackamas County’s Sustainability and Solid Waste 
program. “If 10 people share one item, the energy and 
resource consumption needed for everyone to enjoy it 
decreases significantly.”

Hillsboro Public Library opened a Library of Things 
in 2015 that now hosts more than 200 items —in-
cluding an air fryer, karaoke machine, and VHS to 
DVD converters. Beaverton City Library also recently 
opened a Library of Things. 

“We don’t need a lot of space to house these items 
because they’re in such high demand, they’re always 
checked out,” said Michele Caldwell with Beaverton 
City Library. To manage demand, many libraries have 
multiples of popular items.

Wilsonville residents can offer feedback about the 
types of items they would like to check out at bit.ly/
LibraryofThingsInput. Surveys can also be completed 
at the library.

For more information, call the library at 503-682-
2744 or contact Shasta Barnes, Wilsonville Library 
Operations Manager, at 503-570-1597; barnes@wil-
sonvillelibrary.org. 

CCC Leadership Course Begins Feb. 5

Leadership skills are vital for anyone looking to 
move up in their careers. To help new or mid-level 

leaders gain and refine the managerial skills needed to 
meet their professional goals, 
Clackamas Community Col-
lege (CCC) is offering a new 
Leadership Essentials course, 
beginning Feb. 5.

Over 13 weeks, participants 
learn about communication, 
delegation, building and sustaining trust, resolving 
workplace conflict, maximizing team performance, 
goal setting, human resources essentials and address-
ing poor performance.

“Our leadership development programs at CCC will 
enhance the performance of leaders,” Lisa Davidson, 
executive director of CCC Connections with Business 
and Industry, said. “This course will have a lasting 

impact on custom-
ers, employees and, 
ultimately, transform 
business.”

Participants meet 
with workplace men-
tors to review their 

learning and workplace application exercises. Upon 
completion of the course, participants receive an Or-
egon non-credit training certificate.

Leadership Essentials is taught by Tenora Grigsby, 
an experienced manager, coach, facilitator and trainer.

Classes run Tuesdays, Feb. 5 through mid-July, 8 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at Clackamas Community College’s 
Wilsonville campus at SE 29353 Town Center Loop 

East. The cost is $1,995.
To register or for more information about this 

course or CCC’s customized training and development 
services, call 503-594-3200 or email training@clacka-
mas.edu.

Clackamas County Offering  
8-Week Master Recycler Course

The regional Master Recycler course makes its 
once-a-year visit to Clackamas County in spring 

2019.
Participants learn about recycling and waste reduc-

tion and use their knowledge to make an immediate 
positive difference in the community.

Offered only three times a year, this eight-week class 
meets once weekly and twice on Saturdays for half-
day trips. The spring session starts Wednesday, April 
3, and runs for eight consecutive weeks, at Clackamas 
County’s Development Services Building, 150 Beaver-
creek Road, Oregon City.

The popular course includes two field trips and 
instruction in topics such as recycling processes, com-
posting, alternatives to hazardous household products, 
thoughtful consumption and green building. The 
course is a blend of presentations by professionals in 
the field, peer group discussion and project develop-
ment. 

Participants agree to attend all classes and field 
trips and, after completing the course, put their skills 
to work to help others conserve natural resources 
by volunteering 30 hours of public outreach. Master 
Recyclers work at information booths at community 
events, provide presentations in the community, work 
on original projects and inspire their neighbors and 
co-workers. 

A $50 fee covers course materials. Limited scholar-
ships are available. For more details and to apply, visit 
masterrecycler.org. Registration closes Wednesday, 
Mar. 6, at noon. 

“This course will have 
a lasting impact on 
customers, employees 
and, ultimately, transform 
business.”

City Council Adopts Two-Year State Legislative Agenda

At the start of each two-year session of the Or-
egon legislature, the City Council adopts a State 

Legislative Agenda that guides how the City evaluates 
proposed legislation 

The City’s State Legislative Agenda is grounded in 
long-term City Council goals and adopted policies 
embodied in the City’s Comprehensive Plan, Trans-
portation Systems Plan and other master plans and 
strategy documents. 

The City’s agenda centers primarily on municipal 
issues of concern, such as maintaining local control, 
opposing unfunded mandates, supporting transporta-
tion improvements, and encouraging efficient use of 
public resources and infrastructure. 

The City’s agenda, which has remained focused and 

consistent over time, has helped to build the City’s 
credibility at the legislature. 

The City works with coalitions of organizations that 
share similar legislative objectives. The City coordi-
nates closely with the League of Oregon Cities (LOC), 
Clackamas and Washington Counties, Port of Port-
land, Metro regional government, state associations 
of building officials, planners, economic-development 
managers and others.

To review the legislative agenda, visit ci.wilsonville.
or.us/citycouncil or, for more information, on the 
City of Wilsonville’s legislative priorities, contact Mark 
Ottenad, Director of Government/Public Affairs, at 
503-570-1505; ottenad@ci.wilsonville.or.us.

Wilsonville’s State Legislators
The City of Wilsonville’s representation in both State legislative bodies is split, with the Willamette River 

serving as the dividing line. The City is served by House Districts 26 and 51 and Senate Districts 13 and 26. 
Following the November election, the following elected officials represent Wilsonville in the 2019 legislative 
session:

North of the Willamette River
House District 26 
Representative Courtney Neron (Wilsonville)
Phone: 503-986-1426
Web: oregonlegislature.gov/neron 
Mail: 900 Court St NE, H-281, Salem, OR 97301
E-mail: Rep.CourtneyNeron@oregonlegislature.gov

Senate District 13 
Senator Kim Thatcher (Keizer)
Phone: 503-986-1713
Web: oregonlegislature.gov/thatcher 
Mail: 900 Court St NE, S-307, Salem, OR, 97301
E-Mail: Sen.KimThatcher@oregonlegislature.gov

South of the Willamette River (Charbonneau)
House District 39 
Representative Christine Drazan (Oregon City)
Phone: 503-986-1439
Web: oregonlegislature.gov/drazan
Mail: 900 Court St NE, H-388, Salem, OR 97301
E-mail: Rep.ChristineDrazan@oregonlegislature.gov

Senate District 20 
Senator Alan Olsen (Canby)
Phone: 503-986-1720
Web: oregonlegislature.gov/olsen 
Mail: 900 Court St NE, S-425, Salem, OR, 97301
E-mail: Sen.AlanOlsen@oregonlegislature.gov

Rep. Neron Sen. Thatcher Rep. Drazan Sen. Olsen

Students Deliver for SMART
Continued from page 2 
With their work finished, the group must wait 

patiently for the buses to arrive, at which time they’ll 
tour Gillespie Graphics to see the vinyl graphics 
affixed to the buses. The buses are scheduled to be 
unveiled this summer.

“When people see the buses driving around, it says a 
lot about what we value in Wilsonville,” Shotola-Hardt 
said. “We value families, education, our young people 
and their voices.”

Previously, the City commissioned student artists to 
develop painted tiles for “Beauty and the Bridge.” Sho-
tola-Hardt said that, years later, students recognize the 
benefits that a collaboration of this nature provides. 

 “To have them come back, after graduating from 
college, and remind me 
‘Hey, remember when 
you pushed me to finish 
that? I’m so glad you 
did. Every time I go by, 
I look at that and I’m 
really proud that I was 
a part of that’,” Shotola-Hardt said. 

He believes these projects serve as an important 
reminder of the value of art education. 

“Art education is vital, and when it’s out in the 
public eye people can see the depth of the work and 
now important it is,” he said. “This is a huge piece of 
advocacy that will be driving on our roads. People 
will know it was done by students in our community. 
Those kids are our future, and look at the quality of 
the work they can do.”

The back of SMART’s new electric buses (left) includes the 
iconic tree from the Graham Oaks Nature Park.

“When people see the 
buses driving around, it 
says a lot about what we 
value in Wilsonville.”
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All dates and times are tentative; check the City’s 
online calendar for schedule changes at  
www.ci.wilsonville.or.us.

feBrUArY
4 Mon • City Council at City Hall 

5 pm - Work Session,  
7 pm - Meeting

5 Tue • Municipal/Traffic Court 
5 pm, City Hall

11 Mon • DRB Panel A 
6:30 pm, City Hall 

12 Tue • Dog Run Update Meeting/Presentation 
7 pm, Community Center

13 Wed • Planning Commission, 6 pm, City Hall
  • Community Seniors Inc. Advisory Board  

1-3 pm , Wilsonville Community Center

18 Mon • Presidents’ Day observed 
City offices are closed

19 Tue • Municipal/Traffic Court 
5 pm, City Hall 

21 Thu • City Council at City Hall 
5 pm - Work Session 
7 pm - Meeting

22 Fri • Daddy Daughter Dance (sold out) 
7-9 pm, Community Center

23 Sat • Rotary Heart of Gold Dinner/Auction 
5-9 pm, Wilsonville Holiday Inn

25 Mon • DRB Panel B 
6:30 pm, City Hall

26 Tue • History Pub 
6:30 pm, McMenamins’ Old Church

  • Charbonneau Utility Repair Open House 
6 pm, Charbonneau Clubhouse

27 Wed • Library Board 
6:30 pm, Wilsonville Library 

28 Thu • Citizens Academy 
6 pm, City Hall

mArch
1 Fri • First Friday Films 

6 pm, Wilsonville Library

4 Mon • City Council at City Hall 
5 pm - Work Session,  
7 pm - Meeting

5 Tue • Municipal/Traffic Court 
5 pm, City Hall

9 Sat • Wildlife Garden Workshop 
10:30 am, Wilsonville Library

11 Mon • DRB Panel A 
6:30 pm, City Hall 

13 Wed • Planning Commission, 6 pm, City Hall
  • Community Seniors Inc. Advisory Board  

1-3 pm , Wilsonville Community Center

18 Mon • City Council at City Hall 
5 pm - Work Session 
7 pm - Meeting

19 Tue • Municipal/Traffic Court 
5 pm, City Hall 

  • Friends of the Library 
5:30 pm, Wilsonville Library

21 Thu • Citizens Academy 
6 pm, City Hall 

25 Mon • DRB Panel B 
6:30 pm, City Hall

26 Tue • History Pub 
6:30 pm, McMenamins’ Old Church

Tim Knapp
Mayor

knapp@ci.wilsonville.or.us

Susie Stevens 
City Councilor

stevens@ci.wilsonville.or.us 

Ben West
City Councilor

west@ci.wilsonville.or.us

Charlotte Lehan
City Councilor

lehan@ci.wilsonville.or.us 

The City Council usually convenes on the first and third Monday of the month at City Hall, with work session generally 
starting at 5 pm and meeting at 7 pm. Meetings are broadcast live on Comcast/Xfinity Ch. 30 and Frontier Ch. 32 and are 
replayed periodically. Meetings are also available to stream live or on demand at ci.wilsonville.or.us/WilsonvilleTV . 
Public comment is welcome at City Council meetings.

City Manager  
Bryan Cosgrove
503-570-1504 
cosgrove@ci.wilsonville.or.us

Wilsonville City Hall 
29799 SW Town Center Loop E 
Wilsonville, OR 97070 
Phone: 503-682-1011 Fax: 503-682-1015
Web: ci.wilsonville.or.us 
E-mail: info@ci.wilsonville.or.us 

Wilsonville City Council

City Council: 503-570-1501; council@ci.wilsonville.or.us
Police Non-Emergency Dispatch: 503-655-8211

Kristin Akervall
City Councilor

akervall@ci.wilsonville.or.us 

City CalendarRotary Honors ‘Stars of Giving’  
at 2019 Heart of Gold Celebration

The 18th annual Wilsonville Rotary Club Heart of 
Gold Dinner and Auction is scheduled for Sat., 

Feb. 23, 5-9 pm, at Wilsonville Holiday Inn. 
A silent auction opens at 5 pm, with the dinner, 

awards and live auction following at 7 pm.
The theme for this year’s event is “Hollywood 

awards night”; attendees are invited to dress like stars 
and enjoy an evening honoring the “stars of Wilson-

ville,” who give 
their time and 
resources to help 
make Wilsonville a 
better place.

The Heart of 
Gold Dinner and Auction celebrate Wilsonville’s 
volunteers and the Rotary’s many service projects. The 
event recognizes one individual or couple chosen for 
Wilsonville’s highest volunteer honor — the First Citi-
zen Award. Finalists are to be announced in January.

Proceeds from the event support Rotary’s many lo-
cal and international service projects. 

Since 2002, the Rotary Club has honored 22 ‘Wil-
sonville First Citizen’ recipients at the annual Heart 
of Gold celebration. Last year’s recipient was Wood 
Middle School teacher Jordan Scoggins. 

Tickets are $60 per individual, $120 per couple or 
$480 per table of eight and are available for purchase 
online at WilsonvilleHeart.com.

Wilsonville Rotary Club Heart 
of Gold Dinner and Auction
Sat, Feb. 23, 5-9 pm
Wilsonville Holiday Inn 
25425 SW 95th Ave.

Learn About the New Dog Run

Join Wilsonville Parks and Recreation on Tuesday, 
Feb. 12, 7 pm, at the Community Center for a pre-

sentation on the new dog run located near the com-
munity garden at Memorial Park. 

The presentation includes findings from a recent 
survey, a preview of possible future amenities and a 
discussion about the establishment of a Friends of 
Wilsonville Dog Run group to help coordinate volun-
teer participation and engagement.

Spring Forward: A Look Ahead at Upcoming Events

The winter chill will soon depart, paving the way for flowers, 
more showers, sunshine and spring events. Here’s a look at a few 

key spring dates to keep handy on calendars. 
Look for more details on upcoming City events in future issues of 

the Boones Ferry Messenger.

•	 Wildlife Garden Workshop: Saturday, Mar. 9, 10:30 am
•	 Daylight Savings Time: Sunday, Mar. 10
•	 Community Garden Registration: Thursday, Apr. 4, 8 am
•	 Community Egg Hunt: Saturday, Apr. 20, 10 am
•	 Earth Day: Monday, Apr. 22
•	 Arbor Day: Thursday, Apr. 26
•	 WERK Day: Saturday, Apr. 27
•	 Bulky Waste Day: Saturday, May 11 
•	 Metro Hazardous Waste Disposal: Saturday, May 11
For a complete listing of upcoming City events, visit 

ci.wilsonville.or.us/calendar

Public Open House to Preview  
New Charbonneau Utility Repairs

On Tuesday, Feb. 26, the City is hosting a public 
open house event for the Charbonneau Utility 

Repair: French Prairie Road and Old Farm Road Proj-
ect, 6-8 pm at Charbonneau Clubhouse (Large Dining 
Room), 32000 SW 
Charbonneau Dr. 

The French Prai-
rie Road and Old 
Farm Road proj-
ects are the next 
phases in the Charbonneau Consolidated Improve-
ment Plan, a 25-year plan to upgrade and improve 
deficient Charbonneau infrastructure, comprising 
sewer, storm, water, and street utilities. Improvements 
on French Prairie Road begin in summer 2019 and 
improvements on Old Farm Road and in the Arbor 
Glen neighborhood are scheduled for spring 2020.

At the open house, the design team is provide infor-
mation regarding the construction limits, the type of 
construction, proposed alignments, and construction 
schedule for each project phase. Community members 
interested in the project are encouraged to drop in and 
talk with the project team to share their comments 
and concerns. Input from the open house is to be used 
to shape the sequencing and scheduling of the project 
and help to improve project communication.

For more information or to request meeting accom-
modations, contact Matt Palmer, Civil Engineer, at 
503-570-1538; palmer@ci.wilsonville.or.us.

Enjoy Dinner, Live Acoustic Music 
at Historic Butteville Store

A bout seven miles west 
of Charbonneau sits 

the historic Butteville Store, 
10767 Butte St.

The venue hosts dinner and 
live acoustic music shows on 
selected Saturday nights. Seating begins at 6 pm for 
the $25 Chef ’s Choice menu. Music starts at 7. 

Upcoming shows:
•	 Feb, 2: Hills and Hollows
•	 Feb. 16: Ash Creek Bluegrass
Learn more at butteville.org/butteville_store.html.

Charbonneau Utility Repair
Open House
Tue, Feb. 26, 6-8 pm
Charbonneau Clubhouse 
32000 SW Charbonneau Dr.
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Make it a Movie Night! 

Don’t let summer pass you by without a trip to 
Memorial Park for Movies in the Park. 

Bring low chairs, blankets and snacks (pro tip: food 
can also be purchased on site!) and enjoy a summer 
evening among family and friends.

The lawn opens at 8:15 pm and the movie begins 

at dusk, projected onto a big screen near the River 
Shelter. 

Upcoming Movies in the Park dates: 
• Friday, Aug. 9: “A Wrinkle in Time.”
• Friday, Aug. 23: “Mary Poppins Returns.”

Mayor’s Message
Oregon Legislature Advances 
Bills with Local Impact

As the Oregon Legislative As-
sembly closed out the 2019 

legislative session on June 30, a 
number of bills were passed with 
local implications. 

The City of Wilsonville, working 
through a City Council-adopted 
state legislative agenda, lobbied 
with others on a number of bills. 
Following are two bills of note.
I-5 Boone Bridge Plan to Proceed

Our local state representative, Courtney Neron, 
was instrumental in obtaining a budget note from 
legislative leadership to House Bill 5050 that di-
rects the Oregon Department of Transportation to 
produce an accurate cost-to-complete study of the 
proposed I-5 Wilsonville Facility Plan. 

Developed jointly by ODOT and the City in 2018, 
the Plan proposes to build a “ramp-to-ramp” auxil-
iary lane on southbound I-5 from Wilsonville Road 
over the Boone Bridge past Miley Road (Charbon-
neau exit) to connect directly with Oregon Highway 
551 (Aurora-Canby-Hubbard exit). 

The Plan found that traffic would flow smoother 
with less accident-inducing automobile weaving/
lane-changing that contributes to congestion.
No More Plastic Checkout Bags

Another bill of interest to many residents based 
on feedback to City Council is a statewide prohibi-
tion on retailers providing plastic checkout bags for 
customers. 

House Bill 2509, which takes effect on Jan. 1, 2020, 
eliminates the use of plastic checkout bags and al-
lows retailers to charge a nickel or more for paper 
checkout bags.

In addition to our residents’ environmental con-
cerns over plastic bag litter, recycling businesses find 
that plastic bags are a significant cost factor in terms 
of equipment being clogged and personnel/produc-
tion down-time to deal with unclogging plastic bags.

Please join us at City Hall this month to hear more 
details about the most recent legislative session in 
Salem from your state representatives during our 
City Council meetings.
• Monday, Aug. 5, 7:30 pm 

2019 Legislative Session Report by Senator Kim 
Thatcher (SD 13) and Senator Alan Olsen (SD 20)

• Monday, Aug. 19, 7 pm 
2019 Legislative Session Report by Representative 
Courtney Neron, Wilsonville (House District 26) 
Additionally, Rep. Neron has scheduled a Town 

Hall Meeting at the Wilsonville Library on Thursday, 
Sept. 19, 6-7 pm. 

We appreciate the ongoing dialogue with our 
elected state representatives. Our collaboration 
works to improve the quality of life for people in our 
community and throughout Oregon. 
Tim Knapp, Mayor

SMART Enjoys An Electric Celebration of 30 Years
In late June, South Metro Area Regional Transit 

(SMART) celebrated 30 years of service to Wilson-
ville. 

More than 150 people attended a public event at the 
Wilsonville Transit Center that featured the unveiling 
of SMART’s first battery-electric buses, wrapped in 
vinyl graphics designed by Wilsonville students.

The buses are now in service on Route 4, along Wil-
sonville Rd. 

Paired with the less-heralded recent arrival of three 
new compressed natural gas vehicles, SMART is now 
operating a fleet of 35 vehicles, about a third of which 

operate on alternative energy. 
“We are proud to provide Wilsonville with new 

state-of-the-art equipment that support the City’s 
sustainability goals,” said Dwight Brashear, Transit 
Director.

SMART is seeking to achieve 100 percent alternative 
fuel usage by 2028. The City’s battery-electric buses 
were funded by a $1.45 million federal grant award 
from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s “Low or 
No-Emission Bus Program Projects” in 2017.

For more pictures from SMART’s 30-year celebra-
tion, see page 3. 

At SMART’s recent unveiling of two new electric buses, Mayor Tim Knapp (right) led a ceremonial ribbon-cutting with City 
Councilors Susie Stevens, Charlotte Lehan and Ben West looking on. 

Sister City Association Still Seeking Host Families for October Visit

The Wilsonville Sister City Association (WSCA) is 
seeking host families to accommodate a student 

delegation from Kitakata, Japan.
From Oct. 26 to Nov. 4, 22 teenage 

students and three adult chaperones 
are continuing a 30-year tradition of 
intercultural exchanges developed 
to increase understanding and foster 
friendships among citizens of Wilson-
ville and its sister city. 

The traveling delegation visits schools, and enjoys 
sightseeing and coordinated group activities planned 
by the WSCA. On Halloween, visitors enjoy a uniquely 
American event that is always a highlight!

Gracious hosts provide our visitors with a first-hand 
look at American culture, providing shelter, some 
meals, transportation and kindness. Speaking Japa-
nese or having a high school student at home is not 
required.

Organizations or individuals may also assist by 

planning daily excursions, sponsoring a group activity, 
serving as a volunteer tour guide, helping with wel-
come/farewell events or donating souvenirs.

To request a host family application or provide 
support for this upcoming cultural exchange, contact 
WSCA at Wilsonville.SisterCity@gmail.com or 503-
770-0418. 

Kitakata City, 
Japan Teens from Kitakata, Japan, enjoy a previous visit to 

Wilsonville. The visits are supported by local families who 
host visiting students for 10 days.
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Visit our website for more events:
WilsonvilleLibrary.org

Upcoming Classes  
and Events

8200 SW Wilsonville Road
503-682-2744

WilsonvilleLibrary.org

First Friday Film
This contemporary romantic comedy, based on a 

global best-seller, follows native New Yorker Rachel 
Chu to Singapore to meet her boyfriend’s family.

Friday, Aug. 2, 6-8 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/films 

Great Books Discussion Group
“On Tragedy” by Aristotle
New members welcome! 

Tuesday, Aug. 13, 6-8 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/GB 

Genealogy Club
Discover your family roots. New members welcome!

Monday, Aug. 19, 1-2:30 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/GC

Book Club
“Prodigal Summer” by Barbara Kingsolver

New members welcome! 
Thursday, Aug. 22, 6–8 pm

WilsonvilleLibrary.org/bookclub

English Conversation Group
Informal conversation circle to practice          

speaking English. Drop in.
Mondays, 6–7:30 pm

WilsonvilleLibrary.org/ESL

English Class
All levels welcome! No registration required.

Thursdays, 1–2:30 pm
WilsonvilleLibrary.org/ESL 

Summer Reading Ends Aug. 31
It’s not too late to join 

the Summer Reading 
Program! Sign up by 
Monday, Aug. 12 and 
start making up for lost 
time. 

Incentives are 
provided for youth, 
teens and adults who complete reading 
challenges.

 Youth who read for at least 20 minutes a day 
for 20 days receive a free book and other prizes. 
All readers qualify for a chance to win an annual 
pass to the Oregon Zoo.

Those who complete 10 science explorations 
receive a science prize. Science finishers qualify 
for a chance to win an annual pass to OMSI. 
Science Logs are also due on Aug. 31.

Teens (anyone entering 6th–12th grade) who 
read at least 20 minutes a day for 20 days win a 
free book and qualify for fun prize drawings. 

Adults (ages 18 and over) who complete a 
Bingo card or a reading log (or both) qualify for 
the grand prize drawing. Think you’re too busy? 
Reading to your child counts, too! 

Remember, all reading and science logs must 
be competed and returned to the library by Aug. 
31.

For more details, visit the Summer Reading 
Program page.

WilsonvilleLibrary.org/SRP

August Council Meetings to Include 
Legislative Reports from Local State Reps

Both of this month’s City Council meetings, Aug. 
5 and Aug. 19 at City Hall, feature scheduled 

appearances from State legislators to 
provide Wilsonville’s elected lead-
ers with a summary report from the 
recently-completed legislative session 
in Salem. 

These reports are included on the 
Communications agenda, typically 
occurring shortly after the meeting’s 
posted start time. 
• Aug. 5, 7:30 pm

Kim Thatcher, Senate District 13
Alan Olsen, Senate District 20

• Aug. 19, 7 pm
Courtney Neron, House District 26
On September 19 at 6 pm, Rep. 

Neron is scheduled to host a one-hour 
town hall meeting at the Wilsonville 
Library, 8200 SW Wilsonville Dr. 

Can’t attend? Watch live on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/CityofWilsonville/

Thatcher

Olsen

Neron

Garden Acres Road Improvements, Water Pipeline Installation Get Underway in August

A significant road improvement project along the 
east side of Garden Acres Rd., between Day Rd. 

and Ridder Rd. gets underway in August.
The improvements are a catalyst for future develop-

ment in the Coffee Creek Industrial Area. 
The roadway is being widened to 32-feet, about a 

foot wider than currently constructed. Additionally, a 
protected bike lane is being built and overhead utility 
cables are being placed underground.

“The development of this roadway provides much-
needed infrastructure for the Coffee Creek industrial 
area,” said Zach Weigel, Capital Projects Engineering 
Manager. “The new road will be built to modern urban 
design standards to ensure safer travel, by any mode, 
to accommodate people of all ages and abilities.”

In collaboration with the Willamette Water Supply 
Program, the project also includes the installation of 
a 3100-foot segment of 66-inch water pipeline. Build-
ing the pipeline and road together saves money and 
reduces construction impacts. Learn more about the 
Willamette Water Supply Program at ourreliablewa-
ter.org. 

Utility relocation is scheduled to take place by the 
end of 2019, with pipeline construction getting under-
way in January 2020. Road construction follows, with 
completion of the project anticipated by fall of 2020.

A second phase of road improvements, unscheduled 
and unfunded at this time, would develop the inter-
section where the new segment of Garden Acres meets 
Day Rd. and Graham’s Ferry Rd. 

For more information on Garden Acres Rd. im-
provements, contact Zach Weigel, 503-570-1565, wei-
gel@ci.wilsonville.or.us, or visit ci.wilsonville.or.us/
gardenacres. 

Resurfacing of Wilsonville Road, Boones Ferry Road Set to Begin

A project to complete road improvements on SW 
Wilsonville Rd. and SW Boones Ferry Rd. is 

scheduled to begin this month. 
The capital improvement project is providing new 

asphalt pavement, updated pedestrian curb ramps, 
new roadway striping and pedestrian signal improve-
ments along two major thoroughfares. Drivers may 
incur delays on both roadways throughout the project, 
which is expected to be completed by the end of No-
vember.  During a period of Boones Ferry Rd. con-
struction, the road is being closed to thru traffic.

Wilsonville Road: Resurfacing is scheduled be-
tween SW Willamette Way W. and SW Kinsman Rd. 
on weekdays, 7 am to 9 pm. A minimum of one travel 
lane will be maintained at all times; access to homes 
and businesses is available throughout construction. 

Most of the existing pedestrian curb ramps within 
the project area are being reconstructed to meet cur-
rent federal standards. While curb ramp areas are 
under construction, pedestrian access will be available. 
Pedestrian signals are also being upgraded to current 
federal accessibility standards.

Crosswalk enhancements are being installed to in-
crease pedestrian safety at two locations, including the 
crossing near Wood Middle School.  

Boones Ferry 
Road: Resurfac-
ing is taking 
place between 
SW Wilsonville 
Rd. and SW 
Boeckman Rd., 
including full-
depth recon-
struction north 
of SW Barber 
Street. This more 
intensive res-
toration work 
requires a section 
of SW Boones 
Ferry Rd. to be 
closed during con-
struction. During this period, traffic is being detoured 
to SW 95th Ave. and SW Kinsman Rd. 

For more information, contact Dominique 
Huffman, Civil Engineer, at 503-570-1546, huff-
man@ci.wilsonville.or.us or visit ci.wilsonville.
or.us/2019roadprojects.

Resurfacing requires the closure of a 
segment of Boones Ferry Rd. between 
Barber St. and Boeckman Rd.

Donate Blood on Aug. 23
The Library is 

hosting an American 
Red Cross blood 
drive on Friday, Aug. 
23, noon-5 pm.

To make an 
appointment, please 
visit redcrossblood.
org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767). Donate blood and change a life!

WilsonvilleLibrary.org

Learn English at the Library
The library offers free English classes and an 

English conversation 
group for non-native 
English speakers.

English classes 
are available on 
Thursday afternoons 
from 1-2:30 pm. 
No registration is 
required. This informal class is appropriate for all 
levels. Drop in!

English conversation group meets Monday 
evenings from 6-7:30 pm. This is an informal 
conversation circle for non-native speakers to 
practice speaking English. New members are 
welcome!

For more information, visit the English as a 
Second Language (ESL) page:

WilsonvilleLibrary.org/ESL

Library to be Closed Sept. 2
Sept. 2 is Labor Day. To renew items, select 

“My Account” on the Library website or call the 
automated phone service at 503-659-8634.
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503-682-7790   RideSMART.com
28879 SW Boberg Road

Here’s to 30 Years!
SMART Enters Electric Bus Era

Congratulations to the team at SMART. Wilson-
ville’s transit provider celebrated 30 years of 

service in June with a milestone event — the unveil-
ing of the City’s first battery-electric buses, which 
are now in service on Route 4. 

The buses were manufactured by Proterra, deliv-
ered to Wilsonville in May and dressed with graphic 
art work designed by a team of local students from 
Wilsonville High School and Arts & Technology 
High School. 

The students (pictured directly below) were given 
kudos during the program, which also featured 
elected officials, other speakers, and free Jr. Scoop 
ice cream for everyone in attendance. 

August Activities 

Fun in the Park: Aug. 3, 10 am-4 pm.  
Gerry the bike man is on site to perform 
free minor bike repairs 10 am-2 pm. Trolley 
Rides are every 30 minutes from 11 am-4 
pm. Find the SMART booth near the Parks 
and Rec. building.

Community Block Party: Aug. 15, 5-8 pm 
SMART is hosting a free family-friendly 
20-minute bike ride through quiet 
neighborhood streets. Join us at the Town 
Center Park fountains at 6 pm for a family 
biking adventure!

 
Trail Counts
Help SMART collect data on bicycle and pedestrian activity 
in Wilsonville to be used for future transportation planning 
and funding. Sign up at Ridesmart.com/BikePed2019. 

Two-hour volunteer shifts available:
•Tuesday, Sept. 10, 5-7 pm  
•Saturday, Sept. 14, 9-11 am

New Classes Make Riding Easier
Learn to Ride: Join RideWise and SMART’s Travel Trainer, John Garland, for a free two-day 
class to learn more about using public transit in Wilsonville and beyond. The first day covers 
fares, trip planning and accessibility. The second day puts that new knowledge to the test 
as participants head out to ride WES and SMART. Each session allows approximately one 
hour of free time at Washington Square or Symposium Coffee. 
 
Session I (to Washington Square Mall) Session II (to Symposium Coffee) 
Date/Time: Monday, Sept. 9, 9-10 am  Date/Time: Wednesday, Oct. 9, 9-10 am 
Location: Community Center   Location: Community Center

How to Use the Hop Card & App: Want to learn more about the convenience of the 
Hop Card? Join RideWise for a free 45-minute session on how to purchase, load, and tap 
your card aboard TriMet. Session I: Sept. 5. Session II: Nov. 5. Both classes are at the 
Community Center, 12:45-1:30 pm.
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Visit our website for more events:
WilsonvilleParksandRec.com

Upcoming Classes  
and Events

Parks & Rec Administration
29600 SW Park Pl.

503-783-7529

Community Center
7965 SW Wilsonville Rd.

503-682-3727

WilsonvilleParksandRec.com

Back-to-School (Already?) Requires Extra Safety on Roadways

The Wilsonville Police Department is pleased to 
participate once again in National Night Out, a 

national public safety initiative developed to build 
trust and camaraderie among local 
emergency responders and the 
communities they serve.

On Tuesday, Aug. 6, our officers 
are making an effort to visit neigh-
borhood picnics and other regis-
tered events. Hope to see you there, 
and at other events before summer 
ends and kids head back to school. 

It feels strange to write that — it 
feels like summer just began — but West Linn-Wil-
sonville School District schools begin on Monday, 
Aug. 27, so it’s a good time to talk about school 
safety. 

As our schools welcome children ready and eager 
to learn, expect streets, sidewalks and bike lanes near 
school property to be 
occupied by kids, espe-
cially right before and 
after school.  

To ensure that chil-
dren make it safely to 
and from school, here 
are a few back-to-school safety tips for both kids and 
adults to keep in mind. 

Safety tips for motorists: 
• Pedestrians always have the right of way, whether 

or not the pedestrian is in a crosswalk.
• Crosswalks exist at any public street intersection, 

marked or unmarked.

• Crosswalks may also exist between intersections 
if they are marked with white painted lines. 

• Drivers must stop and remain stopped for pedes-
trians until they are out of the lane in which you 
are traveling/turning and the next lane. 

• Drivers must stop and remain stopped for pedes-
trians until they have cleared the lane into which 
your vehicle is turning and at least 6 feet of the 
next lane. 

• Always signal your intentions when turning.
• When driving through a school safety zone, the 

speed limit is 20 MPH during times or condi-
tions as outlined on the speed sign.

Safety tips for students: 
• Walk or ride in groups in order to be more vis-

ible to drivers.
• If possible, walk or ride to school with an adult 

family member or caregiver.
• Learn about and take the “Safe Route to School.”
• Cross streets at major intersections with cross-

walks, school safety guards and stop lights.
• Before crossing an intersection, check for ve-

hicles by looking left, right and left again.
• Wait for vehicles to come to a complete stop 

before crossing in front of traffic.
Read more safety tips from the National Safety 

Council at nsc.org/home-safety/seasonal-safety/
back-to-school/drivers.

 Remain aware. If everyone does their part and fol-
lows these safety tips, I am confident we can have an 
accident-free school year.  
Robert Wurpes, Chief of Police

POLICE CHIEF’S CORNER

Police Chief  
Rob Wurpes

Fall Registration Opens Aug. 19 
Class registration for our fall programs opens on 

Monday, Aug. 19. Many programs fill to capacity; early 
registration is encouraged! View activities for all ages 
and register online at WilsonvilleParksandRec.com

Pathfinders Booklets Now Available!
Pathfinder booklets are now 

available at no cost at the Parks 
and Recreation Admin Building. 

These booklets are designed to 
get kids out in nature and paying 
attention to their surroundings. 

Activities within the booklet are 
all based in Memorial Park and 
include drawing, circling things 
they find in nature and answering questions about 
interpretive signage. 

Completed booklets may be turned in at the Parks 
and Recreation Admin Building and redeemed for a 
prize!

Take the Right Steps ~ Fall Prevention
Falls and fall-related injuries are among the most 

serious and common medical problems experienced 
by older adults. Nearly one-third of older people fall 
each year, half of them fall more than once. 

If you have fallen, or have a fear of falling, this free 
seminar is for you! Join us Monday, Sept. 16, 12:45-2 
pm at the Wilsonville Community Center. Please call 
503-570-1526 to pre-register.

3D Chalk Art at Community Block Party
The Community 

Block Party is proud 
to host artist Naomi 
Haverland for a 3D 
Chalk Art installation 
on Thursday, Aug. 15 
at Town Center Park, 
5-8 pm.

The installation, still 
in the design phase, is 
to incorporate family-
friendly imagery and 
City colors. 

This temporary installation is being featured near 
the Parks and Recreation Admin. Building. 

Don’t miss your chance to see this unique piece of 
art in Wilsonville! 

New Kicks on the Block:  
Kids vs. Adults Kickball Tournament 

Don’t miss the City’s first Kids vs. Adults kickball 
tournament on Sunday, Sept. 8, at Memorial Park. 

The cost is $5 per player and includes entry into the 
game and a team T-shirt. 

Parents and caregivers should sign up in the same 
age category as the youth they are intending to play 
with. Register online at WilsonvilleParksandRec.
com

Game times:
10 am    6-9 years  Course #: 9056
11:30 am  10-13 years Course #: 9057
1 pm   14-18 years Course #: 9058

Pedestrians always have 
the right of way, whether 
or not the pedestrian is in 
a crosswalk.

Deric Weiss Assumes Role as Chief  
at Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue

On July 1, Chief 
Deric Weiss 

became the fourth 
fire chief in the 
30-year history of 
Tualatin Valley Fire 
& Rescue. 

A traditional 
“Transfer of Com-
mand Ceremony,” 
passed leadership 
responsibilities to 
Weiss from Chief 
Mike Duyck, who 
retired at the end 
of June after more 
than 30 years in the fire service.

Weiss spent the beginning of 2019 working closely 
with his predecessor to ensure a smooth leadership 
transition.

“This is an exciting time,” Weiss said. “Having a 
change in command is a rare occurrence for our de-
partment. We’ve benefitted from having leaders who 
dedicated many years to this organization and the fire 
service. I have some big shoes to fill, and I’m honored 
to have the opportunity to serve.”

Weiss volunteered and served as an intern before 
being hired by TVF&R as a firefighter in 1994. Since 
then, he served on the Hazardous Materials Team for 
several years and promoted through the ranks of ap-
paratus operator, lieutenant, captain, battalion chief, 
division chief, and assistant chief. 

He’s been involved with several local and statewide 
fire service initiatives, including emergency com-
munications, dispatch, hazardous materials response, 
government affairs and interoperability.

Strengthening relationships with community part-
ners and exploring opportunities to work with other 
organizations to create safer communities are among 
the new chief ’s priorities.  

In preparation for his new role, Weiss evaluated 
what the District can do differently to enhance the 
services TVF&R provides, starting with a reorganiza-
tion of work groups and operations. 

“I’m looking forward to the challenges ahead and 
getting to work,” Weiss said. “I plan to have a renewed 
focus on our people, and I will carry on Chief Duyck’s 
commitment to innovation.”

Mad Science- Scene of the Crime
Ages 6-13 

Monday-Friday 
August 5-9

1-4 pm
Tauchman House
Course #: 9045

$179

Oil Painting
Ages 12+

Tues, Aug. 6
5:30-9 pm

Parks and Rec. Admin. Building
Course #: 9002

$50

Alzheimer’s Education: 
Dementia Related Behavior 

Thurs., Aug. 8
10-11:30 am

Parks and Rec. Admin. Building
Call 503-783-PLAY to register

No Charge

Bingo!
Third Wednesday of each month

12:45 pm 
Community Center

No Charge
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August 9 August 23
Wilsonville Parks & Recreation is hosting free Friday night movies at Memorial Park’s River Shelter. 

Arrive after 8:15 pm; movies begin at dusk. Snacks can be purchased. 

Presented by: 

Movies in the Park

Bring your blanket 
and join us at  

Memorial Park!

City Seeks to Plant Up to 100 New Neighborhood Trees

The City is partnering with local non-profit Friends of Trees to plant up to 100 new 
trees in Wilsonville. This street tree infill program is funded by a $25,000 Com-

munity Enhancement Fund award.  
“We’ll target neighborhoods currently lacking sufficient street trees, said Delora 

Kerber, Public Works Director. “Friends of Trees will approach property owners to see 
if they’re interested in having a street tree placed on or adjacent to their property.”

Residents who agree to accept a street tree must maintain and care for the tree; 
Friends of Trees helps homeowners choose suitable trees, coordinates planting events 
and provides tips to help trees flourish. 

“Every neighborhood has its own flavor,” Kerber said. “Interested homeowners can 
choose from a variety of trees that complement the existing canopy.” 

Kerber said the project provides many community benefits. Trees provide shade to 
lower temperatures, absorb water and pollutants, supply oxygen and provide habitat 
for birds and other wildlife.  Trees also provide aesthetic value, which can increase 
property values. 

A city-wide street tree inventory, completed last year, is helping the City and 
Friends of Trees evaluate neighborhoods most in need of street trees. Once targeted 
neighborhoods are identified this month, Friends of Trees volunteers will solicit par-
ticipants and coordinate a planting party. 

For more information on street tree infill, contact Delora Kerber, Public Works 
Director, at 503-570-1542, kerber@ci.wilsonville.or.us.

Electric Avenue Construction to Begin at Wilsonville Library

In partnership with 
Portland General Electric 

(PGE), the City of Wilson-
ville is set to begin install-
ing a new six-stall electric 
vehicle-charging station this 
month at the Wilsonville 
Public Library.

PGE’s newest “Electric 
Avenue” builds the utility’s 
regional car charging infra-
structure to support the in-
creased demand for electric 
vehicles. The library location was selected to provide 
users close proximity to parks, shopping, restaurants 
and other nearby amenities at a safe, visible location.

The project supports the City’s goal to provide com-
munity members with convenient, sustainable choices. 
PGE owns and maintains each charging site at no 
cost to the cities. Each station allows up to six electric 
cars to charge simultaneously. A standard charge is 
$3; a quick charge costs $5. Customers can pay a $25 

monthly fee to use any Elec-
tric Avenue location in the 
Portland metro area. 

Transportation is the 
largest source of carbon 
emissions in Oregon. 
Wilsonville joins the cities 
of Milwaukie, Hillsboro 
and Portland in supporting 
the development of PGE’s 
regional charging network. 

PGE’s original Electric 
Avenue in downtown Port-

land has charged more than 1.25 million road miles 
since its October 2015 installation, keeping more than 
515 metric tons of carbon dioxide out of the atmo-
sphere.

Wilsonville’s Electric Avenue is scheduled to be 
operational by the end of the year.  For more informa-
tion, contact Delora Kerber, Public Works Director, 
at 503-570-1542, kerber@ci.wilsonville.or.us  or visit 
portlandgeneral.com/electricavenue.

An Insider’s Guide to Enjoying  
NW Natural Street of Dreams

The NW Natural Street of Dreams continues 
through Aug. 25 in the Frog Pond West neigh-

borhood. The annual home showcase, presented by 
the Home Builders Association of Metro Portland 
(HBA), takes place daily 10 am-9 pm.  

The self-guided tour features six custom homes, 
highlighting the latest trends in home design, tech-
nology and sustainability. On-site parking is avail-
able via the event entrance on Stafford Rd., north of 
Boeckman Rd. 

Never been to Street of Dreams? Here are a few 
insider tips from the HBA to help visitors get the 
most out of the experience.

1) Download the App. The official Street of 
Dreams app is available from the Apple Store and 
Google Play. It provides behind-the-scenes info on 
participating builders and designers, exclusive deals 
on products, real-time updates and news about 
upcoming Street of Dreams events. 

2) Make a Lunch or Dinner Date. The Street Bis-
tro, open daily, features delicious, freshly prepared 
offerings. Burgers, chicken, salads and other items 
are available for purchase. Diners can round out 
their meal with wine, beer or Coca-Cola products.

3) Enjoy Sponsor Incentives. The NW Natural 
Street of Dreams is supported by several event spon-
sors, many of whom are on site to provide visitors 
with show-only pricing and other incentives. Time 
your visit to include a visit to the sponsor booths so 
you can take advantage of special offers. 

4) Get Comfy. Touring six homes takes a little 
time, and requires walking up and down stairs, and 
around the street. Wear comfortable shoes and be 
prepared to wear booties in the homes to protect the 
floors.

5) Use the Discount Code. Wilsonville residents 
get a $3 discount when purchasing tickets online. 
Visit StreetOfDreamsPDX.com and use the promo 
code ‘SUMMERFUN’ before checking out.

6) Ride SMART. 
There is ample park-
ing on site, but to save 
yourself the hassle of 
driving, hop aboard 
the Eastbound Route 
4. The route stops at the intersection of Boeckman 
Rd. and Stafford Rd., near the event location.

7) Seek out Special Events. Are you a military 
veteran? Complimentary admission is provided 
for veterans and up to three family members on 
Tuesday, Aug. 6. Other special events, including the 
Wednesday “Chef Series,” are detailed at  
StreetofDreamsPDX.com/events. 

Wilsonville residents 
get a $3 discount when 
purchasing tickets online. 

Local Fuel Pipeline Operator Hosts Safety Drill, Public Presentation 

Pipeline operator Kinder Morgan 
held an emergency-response ex-

ercise drill and a public presentation 
in Wilsonville in June. 

The company’s two-day emergency response drill 
was held in collaboration with the City, U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality, Clackamas County Emer-
gency Services, Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue and 
other emergency responders. The drill provided an 
opportunity to practice emergency response to a gas-
spill scenario.

Kinder Morgan representatives hosted a public 
presentation at City Hall, providing details about the 
company’s operations, pipeline safety procedures and 
additional steps being taken to safeguard the Wilson-
ville community. View the presentation online at  
bit.ly/KMpresentation.

One of the largest energy infrastructure companies 

in North America, Kinder Morgan 
is taking measures to improve local 
safety operations, including the vol-

untary installation of an automatic pipeline shut-off 
valve near the Willamette River and the placement of 
pre-staging response equipment nearby.

The City of Wilsonville has been working with 
Kinder Morgan and other parties since 2017 on is-
sues of concern focused on public safety and envi-
ronmental protection. Kinder Morgan operates a 
114-mile-long petroleum products pipeline running 
from Portland to Eugene that provides gasoline, die-
sel and jet fuel supply to Oregon. 

The pipeline passes under the Willamette River 
through the Wilsonville area upstream of the in-river 
Willamette River Water Treatment Plant, which sup-
plies Wilsonville and Sherwood with treated drinking 
water drawn from the Willamette River. 
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Notable Actions: City Boards and Commissions

City Council Action What it Means
June 17, July 1 Council approved revisions to Wilsonville 

Code, Chapter 11. 
Revisions consisted of removing or revising outdated 
provisions and revising provisions regarding the underly-
ing process for establishing systems development charges 
(SDCs) and administering the collection of SDCs collected 
from developers.

July 1 The Council approved a motion to allow 
the City to execute a contract amendment 
with Harper Houf Peterson Righellis Inc. 

The contractor is providing construction and engineering 
services on a road improvement project on Garden Acres 
Rd., between Day Rd. and Ridder Rd..  including road 
widening, a protected bike lane and undergrounding of 
overhead utility cables.

June 17 Council adopted a resolution renewing 
the City’s grant-funding agreement with 
Wilsonville Community Sharing, the local 
community social-services agency and 
food bank.  

The City’s grant of about $52,000 helps to fund support 
services — including assistance with rent, food, prescrip-
tions and utility bills — to Wilsonville individuals and 
families in need. 

June 17 The Council renewed the contract of City 
Manager Bryan Cosgrove for a two-year 
period. 

Cosgrove, appointed by City Council in 2011, continues in 
his role as City Manager. 

June 17 Council approved a new Wilsonville ad-
dendum to Clackamas County’s Natural 
Hazard Mitigation Plan (NHMP), 

The update establishes the City’s goals, action items and 
resources designed to reduce future loss of life and damage 
to property from natural disasters.

June 17 The Council adopted a resolution that 
authorizes the City Manager to execute 
an agreement with TriMet that allows the 
City to receive proceeds from the Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Fund (STIF). 

The new public-transit money, funded by a statewide 
employee-paid payroll tax, is allowing SMART to extend 
hours of operations, increase bus-run frequencies and ad-
ditional enhanced services.

June 17 On second reading, the Council adopted 
a zone map amendment for a six-acre 
property located south of Boeckman Rd. 
and east of Boberg Rd.

The action changes the zoning to Planned Development 
Industrial (PDI) with conditions to protect residents of 
nearby Walnut Mobile Home Park.

Urban 
Renewal Board Action What it Means
June 17 The board authorized the City Manager to 

sign a $10.8 million construction contract 
with Moore Excavation, Inc.

The contractor is completing improvements to Garden 
Acres Rd., including converting 2,800 feet of a two-lane 
rural-county road to an urban industrial minor arte-
rial with wider concrete travel lanes and bike facilities, 
sidewalks, landscaping, storm water treatment and other 
improvements.

Stay Informed
•Sign up to receive City news: 
•Follow City of Wilsonville: 
 Facebook, Nextdoor and Twitter
•Watch City Council meetings: 
 Online: ci.wilsonville.or.us/WilsonvilleTV
	 Comcast/Xfinity:	Channel	30
	 Frontier:	Channel	32

City Approves Rules to Accommodate Commercial Food Scrapping

Wilsonville’s City Council recently approved revi-
sions to the City’s Solid Waste Management and 

Collection Administrative Rules to support Metro’s 
regional implementation of a new mandatory com-
mercial food scrap program.  

Food waste is the single largest portion of waste 
disposed each year, according to the Metro website. 
About a fifth of the garbage sent to landfills is food 
waste — enough to fill 5,000 long-haul trucks. As it 
decomposes, food waste creates methane, a powerful 
contributor to climate change.

By March 2020, businesses that produce 1,000 of 
food waste each week — typically grocery stores, 
restaurants, hotels, colleges, correctional facilities, 
schools and manufacturers — are being required to 
begin implementing the program to separate food 
scraps, said Assistant City Attorney Amanda Guile-
Hinman.  She said smaller businesses are being phased 
in over the next few years, and those that generate 
less than 250 pounds of food scraps per week are not 
subject to the new requirement.

“In Wilsonville, we have about 20 businesses that 

fall into the first category, and about half are already 
voluntarily participating in a food scrap program,” 
Guile-Hinman said. 

The delayed implementation schedule allows local 
jurisdictions to adopt rules that support the pro-
gram. The timing also allows waste haulers, including 
Republic Services in Wilsonville, sufficient time to 
develop a plan to accommodate the new guidelines. 

“Republic Services must determine how many ad-
ditional trucks they may need, how to pick up food 
waste efficiently, and how often. You don’t want food 
waste sitting for a week,” Guile-Hinman said. 

The program supports regional sustainability goals, 
diverting waste from landfills. Food scraps recovered 
are hauled to regional facilities near Corvallis and 
Eugene to be converted to compost and energy. 

Guile-Hinman notes that commercial businesses 
may be subject to increases in hauler rates. She said 
residential service won’t be impacted, but that this 
program could spur interest in residential program in 
the future.

City Piloting Two “Smart City” Projects 
to Automate Street Lights, Water Meters

This summer, Wilsonville is scheduled to begin 
pilot programs in partnership with Portland Gen-

eral Electric (PGE) to test two energy-efficient “smart 
city” technologies. 

In the interest of developing a more sustainable and 
cost-efficient infrastructure, the City is testing auto-
mated control devices on selected street lights and 
water meters within Wilsonville.

As the City embarks on a project with PGE to 
replace up to 50 high pressure sodium (HPS) street 
lights near Town Center Loop with energy-efficient 
LED lighting, technology is being installed that allows 
PGE to gather data and make adjustments to the net-
work as needed. 

“We can install 
controllers on the 
lights that are able 
to adjust wattage or 
tell us which lights 
are out,” said Public 
Works Director De-
lora Kerber. “Both the 
City and PGE are trying to determine the value of this 
technology, and this gives both parties an opportunity 
to try it out.”

The system could also adjust lighting to correspond 
to sunset/sunrise times or even gather traffic data.  

“There’s a lot of potential,” Kerber said of putting 
technology to use to create new efficiencies. “If we can 
think of it, it can probably be done. We’re only limited 
by budget and bandwidth.”

Kerber said her goals with the pilot project are 
two-fold: to learn whether the controllers make sense 
and, if so, where implementation would have the most 
impact. 

The second project, to test automated control of 
City water meters, is being implemented at just 15-20 
locations scattered throughout Wilsonville. Technol-
ogy is being installed on the meters that allows them 
to transmit readings via a PGE radio tower. At a few 
select sites, the meters are able to be turned on and off 
remotely.

“It would be nice to implement this everywhere if 
we see the return on investment,” Kerber said. “Initial-
ly, we’ll test sites in different areas, some commercial 
and some residential.”

One great benefit of the technology: it would quickly 
help the City identify costly and potentially-damaging 
water leaks. 

“We would be able to tell instantly if someone’s wa-
ter use shoots up,” Kerber said. “Now, we wait until the 
meter is manually read, and we compare last month’s 
to this month’s to see any anomalies.”

Both pilot programs are operated using the same 
software provider, Kerber said, which is allowing the 
City to test drive both programs simultaneously. 

The pilot project is expected to last for six to 12 
months, after which the City will determine whether it 
would be beneficial to deploy this Smart City technol-
ogy thoroughout the community. 

For more information, contact Delora Kerber, 
Director of Public Works, at 503-570-1542,  kerber@

One great benefit of the 
technology: it would quickly 
help the City identify costly 
and potentially-damaging 
water leaks. 
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Briefs

Imagination Library: Abdiel’s Passion For Reading Began Before Kindergarten

“I remember asking my mom to read the books 
to me as soon as they came in the mail,” says 

10-year-old Abdiel with a shy smile, remembering the 
free book he would receive by mail each month while 
enrolled in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.

“I’d open it up and I’d say, ‘Mom, can you read it 
now?’”

Research shows that brain development during the 
first five years of life is important in forming how 
young people think, learn and act later in life. Once a 
month, the Imagination Library mails a new book to 
each child enrolled until their fifth birthday. 

“That’s the genius of the Imagination Library,” said 
Pat Duke, Wilsonville Public Library Director. “It’s 
driven by the child. Who can resist a child when they 
ask you to read to them?”

Abdiel’s love of reading grew each time a new book 
arrived. He associated the excitement of receiving and 
reading a great book with his mother, with love and a 
fun learning experience.

“Abdiel is the only one of my children who asked 
me to read to him often,” said his mother Elda. “Even 

though Abdiel’s two older siblings like books, Abdiel 
is the child who has a passion for reading. He would 
grab the book and bring it to me.”

He remains an avid reader. Now in fifth grade, Ab-
diel enjoys reading real-life adventures and natural di-
sasters from the “I Survived” series by Lauren Tarshis. 
He hopes to become a professional soccer player 
someday but he vows he will always love reading!

“Playing soccer clears my head,” he said. 
Though he has outgrown picture books, he occa-

sionally has the opportunity to read them to toddlers 
when he helps his mother at their church nursery.  

He says his favorite Imagination Library book was 
“What’s the Big Idea, Molly?” which he still treasures; 
he finds the plot humorous and the pictures enter-
taining, and he has good memories of reading it with 
his mother. Other favorites from his collection are 
“The Little Engine That Could,” and “One Cool Friend.”

Parents can sign up their children, ages birth to 
four years old, at the Wilsonville Library or online at 
imaginationlibrary.com. 

Block Party
ConceRt & Barbecue

Aug. 15 • 5-8 pm

Town Center Park

Free Burgers & Hot Dogs  
(while supplies last)

Kid-Friendly Activities   
Prizes

Live Music   
from Britnee Kellogg

Clackamas County Arts Alliance  
Seeks 2020 Exhibitors

Each year, the Arts Alliance’s 
Artist Exhibit Program (AEP) 

rotates original artwork through 
18 exhibit spaces in 11 public gal-
lery venues in Clackamas County, 
including County buildings, librar-
ies, hospitals and health centers.

Artists and artist groups who live 
or work in Clackamas County are 
invited to apply for the 2020 rota-
tion of exhibits. Those artists selected are to be sched-
uled for a three- or four-month long exhibit. 

Most 2-dimensional or 3-dimensional art mediums 
may be considered. The deadline for artists to apply 
is Aug. 15.  In September, artists are being notified of 
selection and scheduled to attend a required orienta-
tion this fall.  

Apply online at clackamasartsalliance.submittable.
com or, for more information, contact Suzi Anderson, 
Programs Manager, Clackamas County Arts Alliance, 
503-655-0525, suzi@clackamasartsalliance.org
Oregon Tech Adds Cybersecurity  
Degree Program at Wilsonville Campus

This fall, Oregon Tech is introducing Oregon’s 
first Bachelor 

of Science degree in 
cybersecurity.  

The Global Information Security Workforce Study 
finds that the cybersecurity workforce gap is on pace 
to hit 1.8 million by 2022 – a 20% increase since 2015. 
This new degree program prepares graduates to enter 
the cybersecurity profession with the knowledge and 
skills necessary to obtain entry to mid-level positions 
in a variety of industries. 

Students are taught how to think as “ethical hack-
ers” and protect business information systems, and are 
introduced to cyber operations and analysis. 

Oregon Tech is accepting applications for cyber-
security immediately; an online degree program is 
expected to launch next year. For more information, 
visit oit.edu/academics/degrees/cybersecurity.
Clackamas County Secures State Funding 
To Design Proposed New Courthouse

The Oregon State Legislature recently passed a bill 
authorizing $31.5 million in state funding for con-

struction of a new Clackamas County Courthouse. 
The county is seeking about $95 million to construct 

a larger modern courthouse on the Red Soils cam-
pus in Oregon City. The existing county courthouse, 
on Main Street in Oregon City, was built during the 
1930s when the population of the county was just over 
50,000.

The overcrowded building isn’t seismically resilient, 
and lacks sufficient courtrooms to effectively adminis-
ter justice for the county’s current population of more 
than 415,000.

This state funding, contingent upon Clackamas 
County securing funds for the local share of the proj-
ect, supports design and pre-construction of a new 
courthouse. The total project cost is estimated at $230 
million, of which the county will be responsible for 
approximately $135 million.  County officials are cur-
rently exploring various local funding options, which 
may include a voter-approved bond measure.

For more on the courthouse project, visit  
clackamas.us/courthouse.
Clackamas County Offering Small Grants to 
Non-Profits Serving Vulnerable Populations

For the 10th consecutive 
year, Clackamas County 

is offering a Small Grants 
Program to provide critical 
support to local nonprofits 
that provide services to vul-
nerable populations living 
within the county.

A total of $250,000 will be distributed to local non-
profit organizations that provide services to Clacka-
mas County seniors, housing insecure individuals, 
veterans in need, families of cancer-stricken children, 
at-risk youth, the developmentally disabled, hungry 
persons or other populations in need.

Eligible projects must address the program’s goal 
and result in a positive, measurable outcome for 
residents. Preference will be given to programs that 
prevent occurrence of larger, more dire problems, save 
money through early intervention and serve people 
throughout the community.

Organizations can apply by 5 pm on Thursday, 
Aug. 15. Recipient organizations are expected to be 
announced in October, and funds awarded quickly 
thereafter. Recipients must demonstrate how the grant 
was used, including service level and performance 
measures.

To apply or learn more, visit clackamas.us/bcc/
smallgrants.html.

Clackamas Community College to Host 
Technical Career Showcase on Aug. 13

Clackamas Community College is hosting an event 
to showcase in-demand jobs in Clackamas Coun-

ty and the skills needed to get them. This free event is 
Tuesday, Aug. 13, 6:30-8 pm, at the college’s Industrial 
Technology Center, 19600 Molalla Ave., Oregon City.

Local businesses are offering insight into the in-
dustrial technology, welding, automotive, renewable 
energy and water environmental technology fields 
and the status of the current job market. CCC staff are 
leading facility tours  and sharing information about 
the college’s programs. Financial aid staff is answering 
questions about paying for college.

“The demand for employees in machining, welding 
and renewable energy is extremely high right now,” 
Mike Mattson, chair of the college’s industrial tech-
nology department, said. “Employers are at our door 
seeking qualified employees. Our employment rates 
are essentially 100 percent.”

To attend the career technical showcase, register 
at indtech.eventbrite.com. For questions, call 503-
594-3318. To learn more about CCC’s programs, visit 
clackamas.edu.
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AUGUST
1 Thu • Rotary Concert, Jennifer Batten & Full 

Steam, 5:30 pm, Town Center Park 

2 Fri • First Friday Films 
6 pm, Wilsonville Library

3 Sat • Fun in the Park 
10 am-4 pm, Town Center Park

5 Mon • City Council at City Hall 
5 pm-Work Session, 7 pm-Meeting

6 Tue • Municipal/Traffic Court 
5 pm, City Hall 

8 Thu • Rotary Concert, Tony Starlight 
5:30 pm, Town Center Park

9 Fri • Movies in the Park: “A Wrinkle in Time” 
Dusk, Memorial Park River Shelter

10 Sat • Wilsonville Brewfest 
Piazza at Villebois, noon-8 pm

12 Mon • DRB Panel A 
6:30 pm, City Hall 

14 Wed • Planning Commission 
6 pm, City Hall

15 Thu • Community Block Party w. Britnee Kellogg 
5-8 pm, Town Center Park

19 Mon • City Council at City Hall 
5 pm-Work Session, 7 pm-Meeting

20 Tue • Municipal/Traffic Court 
5 pm, City Hall 

23 Fri • Movies in the Park: “Mary Poppins Returns” 
Dusk, Memorial Park River Shelter

26 Mon • DRB Panel B 
6 pm, City Hall 

28 Wed • Library Board 
6:30 pm, Wilsonville Library 

SEPTEMBER
2 Mon • Labor Day 

City offices closed

3 Tue • Municipal/Traffic Court 
5 pm, City Hall

4 Wed • SMART Walk at Lunch 
Noon, Edge Family Fitness

5 Thu • City Council at City Hall 
5 pm-Work Session, 7 pm-Meeting

6 Fri • First Friday Films 
6 pm, Wilsonville Library

9 Mon • DRB Panel A 
6:30 pm, City Hall 

11 Wed • SMART Walk at Lunch 
Noon, Mentor Graphics

  • Planning Commission 
6 pm, City Hall

15 Sun • Last Day of Water Features 
10 am-8 pm, Town Ctr. Park, Murase Plaza

16 Mon • City Council at City Hall 
5 pm-Work Session, 7 pm-Meeting

17 Tue • Municipal/Traffic Court 
5 pm, City Hall 

18 Wed • SMART Walk at Lunch 
Noon, Edward Jones Financial Services

19 Thu • Town Hall with Rep. Courtney Neron 
6 pm, Wilsonville Library

23 Mon • DRB Panel B 
6 pm, City Hall 

24 Tue • History Pub 
6:30 pm, McMenamins’ Old Church

25 Wed • SMART Walk at Lunch 
Noon, SMART Admin. Building

  • Library Board 
6:30 pm, Wilsonville Library

Tim Knapp
Mayor

knapp@ci.wilsonville.or.us

Ben West
City Councilor

west@ci.wilsonville.or.us

Charlotte Lehan
City Councilor

lehan@ci.wilsonville.or.us 

The	City	Council	usually	convenes	on	the	first	and	third	Monday	of	the	month	at	City	Hall,	with	work	session	generally	
starting	at	5	pm	and	meeting	at	7	pm.	Meetings	are	broadcast	live	on	Comcast/Xfinity	Ch.	30	and	Frontier	Ch.	32	and	are	
replayed periodically. Meetings are also available to stream live or on demand at ci.wilsonville.or.us/WilsonvilleTV. 
Public comment is welcome at City Council meetings.

City Manager  
Bryan Cosgrove
503-570-1504 
cosgrove@ci.wilsonville.or.us

Wilsonville City Hall 
29799	SW	Town	Center	Loop	E 
Wilsonville,	OR	97070	
Phone:	503-682-1011	
Fax:	503-682-1015
Web: ci.wilsonville.or.us 
E-mail:	info@ci.wilsonville.or.us	

Wilsonville City Council

City Council: 503-570-1501;	council@ci.wilsonville.or.us
Police Non-Emergency Dispatch:	503-655-8211

Kristin Akervall
City Council President
akervall@ci.wilsonville.or.us 

City Calendar

All dates and times are tentative; check the City’s 
online calendar for schedule changes at  
ci.wilsonville.or.us.

Enjoy Dinner, Live Acoustic Music at Historic Butteville Store

A bout seven miles west of Charbonneau sits the 
historic Butteville Store, 10767 Butte St.

The venue hosts dinner and live acoustic music 
shows on Saturday nights. Seating begins at 6 pm for 
the $25 Chef ’s Choice menu. Music starts at 7. 

August’s performance schedule includes:
• Aug. 3: Orchard Mountain String Band
• Aug. 10: Lonesome Dewey & Coyotes
• Aug. 17: Somewhere Between
• Aug. 24: Texas Fiddle Jam
• Aug. 31: Melissa Ruth
Learn more at butteville.org/butteville_store.html

Fun in the Park
Sat, Aug 3, 10 am–4 pm
Town Center Park,  
29600 SW Park Place

Fun in the Park Returns on Aug. 3

Town Center Park is the place to be on Saturday, 
Aug. 3, 10 am-4 pm, for the 19th annual Fun in 

the Park event.
Fun in the Park 

is a unique FREE 
festival that brings 
people together to 
enjoy a light-hearted, 
competition-free event 

made possible by contributions from more than 150 
organizations and 700+ volunteers. Kids of all ages 
have a blast playing on colorful inflatables, listening 
to live music, enjoying live entertainment, petting live 
animals and exercising their creativity.

The enter-
taining event 
includes jug-
glers, magi-
cians, clowns, 
balloon artists, 
face painters 
and mimes. 
The main stage 
features a wide 
variety of musicians, singers, dancers and gymnasts.

The festival is made possible in part by a grant from 
the City of Wilsonville, along with Elite Realty Group, 
Fred Meyer and Polygon NW, the premier sponsors. 
For more details, visit FunInThePark.com.

Enjoy Live Music, Dinner at Aug. 15 
Community Block Party

Wilsonville’s an-
nual Community 

Block Party returns to 
Town Center Park on 
Thursday, Aug. 15, 5-8 
pm. 

Enjoy the country 
stylings of musician 
Britnee Kellogg, free 
burgers and hot dogs 
(while supplies last) 
and plenty of games 

and activities to keep young ones entertained all night 
long. Activities include the water feature, a building 
activity and a few surprises. 

The City stages the 
annual Community Block 
Party to provide an end-of-
summer gathering where 
community members can 
come together for a fun night among friends, family 
and neighbors. 

The Block Party is held on the first Thursday after 
the Rotary Concert Series (page 3) concludes.

For more information, visit 
wilsonvilleparksandrecreation.com 

Community Block Party
Thu, Aug. 15, 5-8 pm
Town Center Park 
29600 Park Place

Hop to Villebois Brewfest on Aug. 10

The annual Wilsonville 
Brewfest takes place on 

Saturday, Aug. 10, noon-8 
pm, at the Piazza Villebois, 
28900 SW Villebois Dr.

The event features a wide 
variety of craft beers and 
cider from 20 local brewer-
ies and a root beer garden 
for kids.

Food vendors are on hand and live performances are 
scheduled by Papa Smoke (12:30-3:30 pm) and Steve 
Hale & the Super Soul Heroes (4:30-7:30 pm). 

A portion of proceeds from the Brewfest support 
Wilsonville Community Sharing.

No pets, except ser-
vice dogs, are allowed. 
Participants may bring 
their own chairs. 

Parking is lim-
ited; participants are 
encouraged to walk 

or take alternative modes of transportation. SMART 
Transit is providing on-the-hour bus service to the 
festival from Town Center Park, 12–8 pm.

Tickets, available at the door for $25, include ten 
tastings and a commemorative glass. Learn more 
about the event at WilsonvilleBrewfest.com.

Wilsonville Brewfest
Sat, Aug 10, 12–8 pm
Piazza at Villebois
28900 SW Villebois Drive

Historical Society Seeks Recruits

The Wilsonville-Boones Ferry Historical Soci-
ety is looking for community members with 

an interest in local history to help the organization 
capture and preserve the city’s past. 

At the Aug. 7 meet-
ing, 1-3 pm at the 
Wilsonville Library, 
the Historical Society 
is hosting a social 
event aimed at community members with an inter-
est in joining. The society is waiving membership 
dues during the program, which features delicious 
desserts and a presentation on Wilsonville history 
hosted by City Councilor Charlotte Lehan. 

The Historical Society is shedding light on the 
opportunity that exists for residents to explore and 
share the city’s rich history. The event includes an 
update on the organization’s current projects, in-
cluding a Community Enhancement Grant-funded 
project to purchase software to begin digitizing 
historical artifacts for the future establishment of a 
local heritage center, a concerted effort to share the 
Wilsonville Story through displays and presenta-
tions to community groups and a new initiative to 
develop a historical walking tour.

To learn more about the Historical Society, visit 
their Facebook page or email WilsonvilleHistory@
gmail.com. 

Historical Society Meeting
Wed, Aug. 7, 1-3 pm
Wilsonville Library 
8200 SW Wilsonville Rd.
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Starting from scratch
Leaders reflect on
history, evolution
of transit in
Wilsonville
By COREY BUCHANAN
The Spokesman

Former City of Wilsonvifie
Transit Director Cynthia
Thompson believes mass
transit provides benefits that
the average person doesn’t
always notice.

• Because of transit, seniors
who can’t drive can travel to

• :the local community center,
children can attend baseball
practice when their parents are
busy, people who can’t afford a

• vehicle can commute to work,
and fewer cars clog the roads.

• And Thompson says there
aren’t many communities simi
lar in size to Wilsonville that
have an independent transit
agency that provides such ac

• cessible services.
“It’s really evolved to be a

good, solid transit system that
- serves a lot of people,” Thomp

son said.
But that wasn’t always true.

Three decades before Wilson
vile’s transit provider unveiled
new electric buses and cele
brated its 30-year anniversary
during an event last week, citi
zens hardly used transit while

- the business community footed
an expensive bifi.

Both gradually and all at
once, the wheels turned.

‘What are we paying for?’
Local business representa

tives’ self-interested goal of
-lowering their own taxes even
..tually benefited the Wilsonvifie
community at large.

Prior to 1989, transit in Wil
sonville was nearly nonexis
tent. TriMet, then Wilsonville’s
transit provider, sent a bus
route to the north side of Wil
sonvifle (which was at the edge
of TriMet’s then service area)

next to the Holiday Inn during
peak hours and then turned
back toward Portland. Mean
while, Wilsonville businesses

yerc pyg what owners
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“And so they’re saying ‘What
are we paying for?” said Ben
Altman, a longtime Wilsonvifie

2resident.
.. Wilsonville Innovative
Transportation Association,
:which was made up of Wilson
.vffle Chamber of Commerce

members, business leaders and
City officials, started a petition
to withdraw from TriMet so
that the City could start its own
transportation agency. And
Altman said leaders from Tek
tronix, G.I. Joe and PayLess
were particularly gung-ho
about the initiative.

So the petitioners hired can
vassers, set up booths at local
stores and collected over 1,000

- signatures. Altman conducted a
survey and wrote a report
showing TriMet’s inadequacies,
which he presented to the Wil
sonville City Council. He found
that the City could run a transit

system for a third of the cost
that TriMet required.

“Because TriMet is the whole
region, their rate is to run the
entire system, not just the bus
to Wilsonvifie,” Altman said.

The council
unanimously
endorsed the
withdrawal
proposal. How
ever, it was ul
timately up to
the TriMet
board to ac
cept the plan.
On Nov. 30,
1988, it did just
that.

“I think
there’s no

However, there’s a difference
between running a transit sys
tem and running a quality tran
sit system. And ft -took Wilson
ville awhile to achieve the lat
ter.

Wilsonville’s agency began
with just two vans that ran
from Boones Ferry Road to
Commerce Circle, Tektronix to
Parkway Avenue, Parkway to
Boeckman Road and along Wil
sonville Road during commut
ing hours.

“I thought it was interesting.
‘Oh we have four routes and
100% was east of the freeway.
The west side we had nothing,”
said longtime Wilsonville resi
dent Steve Van Wechel.

The next year, Wilsonville
named its transit system
WART (Wilsonville Area Rapid
Transit) with an accompanying

frog logo. The name was initial
ly a running joke in City Hall
but somehow gained traction.

“I don’t know if it can be tak
en seriously,” said Tom Barth-
ci, former Wilsonville adminis

change buses. Thompson said
ridership jumped 200% when
they fixed the routes.

“I remember Arlene and I
met with TriMet leadership, the
governor, and talked to lots of
leadership, making the case
that Wilsonville needed the
system, that it was important
and it was a positive thing.
There were a lot of folks who
felt it might not be,” Thompson
said.

The City eventually con
vinced TriMet that SMART was
a functional enough system to
continue to operate. But chal
lenges persisted.

“You actually use
this for daily service?”

SMART’s buses were in less
than optimal shape. SMART
Fleet Manager Scott Simonton
said that when he first was
hir&l as a inechanic in 1998, the
vehicles that were supposed to
last 12 years were 18 years old
on average, with some even
older.

“At one point the Federal
Transit Administration came to
do a review on us for federal
funding we were receiving, and
they came on the premises in
specting everything and they
saw this 1979 GMC bus sitting
in front of the shop. And the
guy said ‘Do you use this for pa
rades or special events?”
Simonton said. “We said ‘No,
that’s going to Salem in 45 min
utes.’ He was just amazed. ‘You
actually use this for daily ser
vice?”

He added: “Road calls were
pretty typical way back. Just
the age of the equipment; it was
really tough to keep it on the
road. We were very excited
when we started to see new
buses coming on site.”

Wilsonvifie’s old fleet facility,

which is where the current pub
lic works building is now, also
left something to be desired.

“The parking lot is very
small, so if you try to imagine a
35-, 40-foot bus and a couple
other buses trying to line up
and pull in there and originate
from there, it was very tricky,
very congested,” said Patrick
Edwards, SMART field supervi
sor.

Even after Wilsonvifie’s tran
sit agency became well-estab
lished, Thompson said tensions
with TriMet simmered.

“TriMet wouldn’t like that
Wilsonville would talk about
they were half the rate of Tn
Met. That was a contentious
thing,” she said.

And Thompson joked that
finding a spare bathroom key at
TriMet’s Barbur Transit Cen
ter, which SMART provided
services to, was one of her
crowning ahievements -

“I ended up finding a guy in
the TriMet basement and he
had the key,” Thompson said.
“For the drivers that was a
huge win.”

Wheels continue to tuni
But as Wilsonville’s economy

strengthened and SMART be
gan to collect more grant fund
ing, services improved.

According to Thompson, a
few turning points were the ad
ditiot) of the Salem route in the
late 19905, the push to guaran
tee that any trip in Wilsonville
would take less than 10 min
utes, and the additions of the
WES Commuter Rail from Wil
sonville to Beaverton, Tigard,
Tualatm and the transit center.

“That’s when we converted
to a hub (and spoke) system. All
the buses originated from WES
and go out from there and come
back,” Edwards said.

SMART’s ridership increased
from 4,700 annual rides in 1989
to 310,000 annual rides by 2008,
according to City data. Rider-
ship has largely remained flat
since then, but dipped to 280,000
in 2018. SMART features seven
routes and two shuttles and is
gradually expanding services
even more due to federal grants
and House Bill 2017, which pro
vides money to Oregon transit
districts.

“When you start something
like that from nothing, there’s
not much there. As it grew, the
City and business community
both thought, ‘This is a good
service to the public. Let’s help
it grow,” Simonton said.

Altman said that since the
City started to view transit as a
point of pride rather than an ob
ligation, it created a well-func
tioning system.

“I think they’ve done a great
job. And if you look around,
Wilsonvile’s been used as a re
ally good example of good tran
sit in other areas,” he said.

As for the payroll tax, Wil
sonville’s was 0.3% until 2006
and then jumped to 0.5% in 2008
to help pay for the transit cen
ten on Boeckman Drive. Mean
while, TniMet’s payroll tax for
other parts of the metro area
has increased from 0.61% in
1990 to 0.76%.

Lehan suggested that Wil
sonvifie’s withdrawal signifies
one of TriMet’s predicaments.
She said cities with thriving
business sectors, like Wilson
ville, can both afford to leave
TriMet and are the most valu
able to TniMet. For instance,
she said a city like West Linn,
which doesn’t have a robust
economy, does not have enough
payroll tax revenue to build its
own transit system.

“The unfortunate part of that
for TriMet, of course, is cities
like Canby, Wilsonville and
Sandy (which have their own
transit operations) have signifi
cant industrial development
areas. They will pick up and
leave and be able to provide
much better transit service and
leave TniMet with the West
Linns of the world,” Lehan
said.

Thompson guessed that if
TriMet were still rul-mthgtran
sit in Wilsonvilin, the transit
center and the WES train would
not have been possible and the
routes around town wouldn’t be
as frequent. Meanwhile, busi
nesses would likely pay a high
er rate.

But that’s impossible to say.
In the current reality, Lehan
said transit has become an im
portant facet of Wilsonville’s
identity.

“I think it’s one of the rea
sons we’re a popular place for
senior citizens is we have free
transit all over town and it’s
used a lot by kids because it’s
free and it feels safe,” she said.
“You see high school kids, mid
dle school kids at these bus
stops without parents. It gives
them the freedom to get around
town without a car or a parent.
It means kids grow up being
comfortable with transit. It’s
just a natural part of their
world.”

Watching out for YOLI

• PMG PHOTO: JAIME VALO€Z
SMART Transit Director Dwight Brashear poses for pictures next to the system’s new electric bus during a celebration at Wilsonville Transit
Center June 26. -

“No one wanted an
actual transit system.
The motivation was to
lower the payroll tax.
InMet was on the
verge of taking it over.”

--
Cow

trative ana
lyst, in a meet
ing at the time.

Apparently,
Arlene Loble
agreed. Loble
was hired as
Wilsonville’s
city manager
in 1991 and
quickly
learned that
TriMet could
take transit
jurisdiction

question the plan meets the lo- back from Wilsonvifie in 1994 if
cal needs better than TniMet the City didn’t invest more into
currently provides,” said Pam it. -

Duham,-fprrf-pób1ic Ndjj witeal
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tine.-:-.-
TriMet was on the verge of tak
ing it over,” said Charlotte Le
han, Wilsonvifie City Coundior.

“The first week I was there
(as an interim transit director),
Loble got a call from TriMet
saying they were going to bring
Wilsonville back intO the xlis
trict,” Thompson said. “Arlene
said, ‘We have a new transit
manager, give us 30 days and
then we’ll talk again.”

So Loble led the charge to
change the name to SMART
(which was initially South Met
ro Area Rapid Transit before
changing to South Metro Area
Regional Transit), hired
Thompson long-term, applied
for federal grants, and pushed
for the City to replace its vans
with buses and fine-tune routes
to put them on a more fixed
schedule, as well as coordinat
ing with TriMet’s schedule so
commuters could seamlessly
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