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August 15, 2019 
 
RE: Dues Renewal for 2019-20 
 
Dear OTA Member: 
 
It’s once again time to renew your membership commitment in the Oregon Transit Association 
and I’m pleased to report that our organization has been very busy and successful over the last 
year. In fact, OTA gained national recognition when it was selected in May by the Community 
Transportation Association of America to receive its prestigious State Transit Leadership Award 
for our role in gaining passage of HB 2017 and the new statewide employee payroll tax 
dedicated to transit. 
 
In addition to working to ensure a smooth implementation of the Statewide Transit Improvement 
Fund (STIF) funding, OTA’s advocacy team was very actively engaged with state legislators 
during the recently completed session on a variety of transit issues,  
 
The highlight of the 2019 session for OTA was the approval of a $10 million appropriation to the 
Special Transportation Fund (STF), which supports senior and disabled transit services.  
Securing state investment for the STF was the cornerstone of the 2019 OTA legislative agenda 
and involved an intense lobbying effort by OTA members and government affairs staff.  As an 
alternative to using State General Fund dollars, the Legislature decided that the appropriation 
will come from higher than anticipated employee payroll taxes. 
 
Looking ahead, OTA will be working with state legislators and ODOT on legislation for the 2020 
legislative session to address long-term funding for the STF.    
 
A very important part of the historic new STIF funding stream will be to keep legislators informed 
on how the process and implementation is going so that support for our dedicated payroll tax 
stays strong. This is crucial since we fully expect moves by other interest groups to divert 
money to their own pet projects--$75-100 million per fiscal year presents a very tempting target! 
The OTA Board of Directors is already working on a strategic communications plan to tell our 
stories about how Oregonians statewide will benefit from service expansions. 
 
Arrangements for our annual Oregon Public Transportation Conference are in the final stages 
and registration is open. If you haven’t registered yet, please go the conference webpage to get 
all the information you need. We’ll be back in Seaside this year and are excited about all the 
upgrades and expansion to their facility after nearly two years of construction. 
 
 
  

https://oregontransit.com/OPTC_Conference
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As always, in order to make sure that all this happens, it’s vitally important to have a strong 
association. Your continued membership helps ensure that public transportation is well 
represented! 
 
Thanks again for your support and please let me know if the OTA can ever be of assistance to 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Allan Pollock 
2019 OTA President 
General Manager, Cherriots 


