
 
 

City of Wilsonville-South Metro Area Regional Transit 

(SMART) Awarded $1 Million Grant to Buy New  

Clean-Fuel Buses 
  

The City of  Wilsonville's South Metro Area Regional Transit (SMART) 

agency has been awarded a competitive grant in the amount of $1,058,250 by 

the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for the purchase of new buses through 

the U.S. Department of Transportation's Clean Fuels Grant Program. 

  

SMART was one of only 27 public-transit agencies nationwide—and the only 

transit agency in Oregon-to successfully compete for the grant award under 

the$59.3 million FY2012 Clean Fuels Grant Program. Demand for FY2012 

funding was competitive, with the FTA receiving 146 project applications totaling 

$516 million. 

  

The Clean Fuels program is intended to fund transit-agency efforts to improve air 

quality by supporting low-polluting fuel and advanced propulsion technologies for 

transit buses, including clean fuel, biodiesel, hybrid electric, or zero-

emissions technology buses. The funds awarded to SMART will be used for the 

purchase of two diesel-electric hybrid full-sized buses and two natural-gas 

powered mini-buses. The City will provide a local 17% match inthe amount of 

$216,750 to secure the federal funds. 

  

Congressman Kurt Schrader (OR-5)said, "This is another great transportation 

project that will improve connectivity, livability and safety not only in Wilsonville, 

but in communities across the region. Investments in our transportation and 

infrastructure are smart, long-term investments to make right now to enhance our 

state's economy and create jobs for hard working Oregonians." 

  

SMART Director Stephan Lashbrook said, "The City worked hard on this 

grant application and it will enable us to replace four aging and inefficient buses--

some with nearly one million miles on their odometers--with modern, 

higher efficiency vehicles. In addition to reducing pollution, these new buses will 

reduce operating costs and improve reliability for our customers. We are absolutely 

thrilled that SMART was selected to receive this grant." 

  

Local backing for the City's grant application was strong, and included letters of 

support from Rockwell Collins, Sysco Food Services, Wilsonville Chamber of 

Commerce and Xerox. 


