
 
 

FTA Officials Provide Latest Information  

on New MAP 21 Program 
  

In the wake of passage of a new federal surface transportation law, top FTA 

officials fielded numerous questions at an Oct. 2 General Forum during the 

American Public Transportation Association's Annual Meeting in Seattle. 

  

The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP 21) act, signed into law 

July 6th by President Obama, authorizes $20.3 billion for public transit in Fiscal 

Years 2013 and 2014. FTA Administrator Peter M. Rogoff said MAP 21 is too 

new for his agency to offer detailed answers to many of those questions, but he did 

explain some of its safety provisions, which cover all modes of public transit, not 

just rail systems as originally proposed. 

  

Rogoff said the law stresses the importance of systems safety management, or 

SMS as it's called in air safety, where the approach is far more developed. "Unlike 

aviation and freight transportation, we're really starting with a green field," he said. 

While aviation has developed such an approach over years, he said, "We have the 

benefit of starting with a green field. We expect to be quite nimble about it." 

  

He stressed that FTA will not take a one-size-fits-all approach to this situation, 

noting that some public transit systems will need to focus on equipment while for 

others the focus might be driver education. 

  

Interim guidelines for MAP 21 were published on October 16th in the Federal 

Register and on FTA's website.  

  

Click here to download the FTA's interim guidelines 

  

Interested agencies can sign up for real-time e-mail alerts as further guidelines are 

developed. FTA also plans to offer online webinars explaining the impacts of 

MAP-21. 

  

Click here to go to the FTA's website 

  

"This is really new stuff," added FTA Deputy Administrator Therese McMillan, 

explaining that FTA is still working with local agencies to develop many specifics. 

http://library.constantcontact.com/doc208/1103359380189/doc/qtnBtP0PCFGngaUP.pdf
http://www.fta.dot.gov/map21/index.html

